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Lesson for September 21 in this issue 


Lesson 12.—Justice for People in Need. 
Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 24:19-21; Isaiah 58:4- 
12; Matthew 9:35, 36; Luke 4:14-22; He- 

brews 13:1-3; 1 John 3:11-24. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
The Purpose of the Auca Missionary 





The Evil of Prayers for the Dead. 
By J. B. Rowell, Th.D. . 
Planning for Fall and Winter in Your 
School: 
Multiple-Duty Assistant Teacher. 
By James EB. Adams 


Worship Periods in the Junior 


“Our Church Grows 
With the New Books 
Childrén—The Black 
C.E. Topic. By J 
Family Worship. 


Many blessings come from the fear 
of the Lord. There is a difference be- 
tween the abject fear of unbelievers, 
which comes suddenly upon them in 
thunderstorms, floods, or on the batt)*- 
field, and that which all oS 
Should have and which Dr. S* seld 
defines as “reverential trust.” Byt it is 
unseemly and dangerous even for Chris- 
tians to cast aside. all fear of God and 
act toward Him as though He were a 
human being like ourselves. While 
most of the passages referring to it are 
in the Old Testament, there are a few 
in the New, showing that we need that 
“reverential trust” even in this age, 
when there is a tendency to be careless 
and irreverent. - It brings with it many 


good things. Job said, “The fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom” (28:28); David 
and Solomon said it was the beginning 
of wisdom and knowledge (Psa. 111: 
10; Prov. 1:7), and undoubtedly one 
basic reason for juvenile delinquency 
is that parents and teachers have not 
begun at the right place. The fear of 
the Lord has a cleansing power, like a 
fresh north wind after rain: “The fear 
of the Lord is clean. . .” (Psa. 19:9). 
Where it dominates the heart, it will 
drive out unclean thoughts and evil 
imaginations. One definition of it— 
often forgotten—is that “the fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil” (Prov. 8:13); and 
a corollary to this principle is that “by 
the fear of the Lord men depart from 
evil” (Prov. 16:6). God is dealing 
differently with His people in this age 
of grace from the ways in which He 
dealt with them under law; and we 
cannot always count upon prosperity 
and long life as rewards for obedience, 
for many believers suffer greatly and 
the lives of some appear to be cut short. 
But the fear of the Lord leads one to 
care for his body as the temple of the 
Holy Spirit and to be moderate and 
regular in his habits of eating, drinking, 
and sleeping. So it is often true today, 
as Solomon said, that “the fear of the 
Lord prolongeth days” (Prov. 10:27); 


s 


and it is always true, as he said, that 
in it “is strong confidence,” it “is a 
fountain of life,” and it “tendeth to 
life” (14:26, 27; 19:23). Even the 
earthly life of the Lord Jesus was 
marked by it, for in a prophecy con- 
cerning Him, Isaiah said, “And the 
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 
the Lord” (11:2). It was one of the 
secrets of the growth of the early 
churches: “Then had the churches rest 
throughout all Judaea and Galilee and 
Samaria, and were edified; and walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied” 
(Acts 9:31). The Apostle Paul did not 
hesitate to speak of it as one of the 
means of the sanctification of believers: 
“Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
uom all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God” (2 Cor. 7:1); “Be filled with the 
Spirit . . . submitting yourselves one to 
another in the fear of God” (Eph. 5:18, 
21). So, not only are we commanded to 
fear God, but the right kind of fear of 
the Lord brings with it a whole cluster 
of blessings, which any right-thinking 
person would be glad to have. 
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_XIll. Not Happiness, but Service 


In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


in the human race, but happiness 
: is never a worthy object of life; 
and le who lives for happiness can 


® | DESIRE for happiness is universal 


to the highest measure of 
happ ess in life Unless this truth is 
clear -ccognized in the struggle of 
exis: ‘:e, there is no possibility of no- 
bleness of endeavor iri that struggle, or 
of satisfying success as its result. Just 
here, indeed, is the all-dividing line be- 
tween worthy and unworthy purposes 
of living. Self is on the one hand; serv- 
ice is on the other. On the choice be- 


neve: attaiy 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“God is able” (2 Cor. 9:8). 








tween the two, pivot the issues of both 
character and destiny. 

In the sphere of all heroic achieve- 
ment in human living, the sway of this 
truth is indisputable. No man can be 
a hero whose chief thought is of himself. 
It is the desire to live—or to die—for a 
worthy cause, to render service at any 
cost in some hour of imminent need, to 
count no effort or sacrifice too dear for 
outlay in the unselfish purpose of the 
mement, that makes and marks the 
hero. Happiness may come to the hero 
a8 4 résult of his heroism, but if happi- 
ness had been his object in life, he 
Could never have been a hero; and he 
is mime the less a hero if happiness be 
dénied him. As Emerson tells us: 

1 is not fed on sweets, 
own heart he eats; 


of the great are jails, 
-winds right for royal sails. 
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Life is, in a sense, one vast battlefield; 
and he who thinks first of his personal 
happiness is out of place in life; while 
he who desires to be of personal service 
will find new opportunities of indulging 
his desire at every’step of his earnest 
progress. The child who starts in life 
with a main purpose of being happy 
will fail of happiness so long as he con- 
tinues in its pursuit; but if he be trained 
to find his joy in unselfish service in be- 
half of others, he will be likely to com- 
pass his main purpose of life, while 
finding more happiness as an incidental 
result of his unselfish serving than he 
could find through its deliberate seek- 
ing. And as with the child, so with 
the mature man, the seeking of happi- 
ness is as unsuccessful as it is unworthy 
a pursuit in life; while the unselfish 
seeking of service has the promise of 
assured success, together with the high- 
est possibilities of added happiness. 


Friendship is but a pretense or a fail- 
ure so long as it is valued primarily be- 
cause of the happiness it brings. Only 
he whose chief desire in his friendship 
is to be a friend in unselfish serving, 
even at the utter loss of his personal 
happiness or cemfort, knows what it is 
to be a true friend, or can experience 
the truest joy of a noble and an enno- 
bling friendship. Shakespeare brings 
out this thought at its fullest when, in a 
sonnet to his friend expressive of his 
undying love, he urges that friend not 
to allow the loss of him to be a sorrow, 
and adds, in unselfish tenderness: 


Nay, if you read this line, remember not 
The hand that writ it; for I love you so 
That I in your sweet thoughts would be forgot, 

If thinking on me then should cause you woe. 
Oh! if, I say, you look upon this verse 

When I perhaps compounded am with clay, 
Do not so much as my poor name rehearse, 

But let your love even with my life decay. 
And such unselfish wishing for service 
as this is the very soul of all true 


friendship. 


Married life can never be what it 
ought to be while the husband or the 
wife makes personal happiness the 
main object of its securing. If a man 
seeks a wife because he thinks she will 
make him happy, he is likely to be dis- 
appointed in his life-pursuit so far; but 
if he enters the married state in the 
hope of giving happiness to the woman 
he loves, by his unselfish endeavors to 
be of service to her and to hers, he is 
likely to succeed in his endeavors, and 
to have more of happiness, in addition, 
than he could have if he lived for hap- 
piness. 

And as it is with the husband, so it is 
with the wife also, in the marriage re- 
lation. If she marries in order to be 
happy, she will probably find that she 
has made a misstep in marrying; but if 
she marries in order to be unselfishly 
of service as wife and mother, she will 
always find something to do in the line 
of her object of living, and her highest 
happiness will be an incidental result 
of her success in a life of loving serv- 
ice. So, also, it is in every sphere of 
life. He who seeks happiness as 
object of his living will fail, and 
be a failure; while he who seéks to 
of service in his life sphere will 

ri 
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come short of a fair measure of success 
and of happiness in life. 

Just at this point it is that the religion 
of the Bible differs absolutely from the 
irreligion of the world and from every 
form of, false religion. All the mate- 
rialists and agnostics and scoffers among 
the more cultivated classes of the world 
make personal happiness the highest 
object of living; just as surely as all the 
sensualists and voluptuaries and epi- 
cures of the lower order of humanity 
make personal pleasure the chief pur- 
pose of existence. In the grosser and 
in the more refined forms of false re- 
ligion the same idea is predominant; 
whether it be represented in the Scan- 
dinavian Valhalla, the Mohammedan 
Paradise, or the Buddhist Nirvana. But 
in the Bible, on the contrary, the su- 
preme duty of man and the supreme 
object of man’s living may be summed 
up in man’s loving service of God, and 
in man’s loving ministry to his fellow 
man. Not happiness, but service, is the 
true object of life, according to the 
Bible standard, for every man in every 
sphere of living. 

And just here, again, it is that the re- 
ligion of the Bible is oftenest misap- 
prehended by those who count the re- 
ligion of the Bible their religion. There 
are Christians who seem to suppose that 
it is God’s mission to give them happi- 
ness, rather than that it is their mission 
to render God service. There are Chris- 
tians who are always readier to tell God 
what He can do to make them happy, 
than to ask God what they can do to 
serve Him. And there are Christians 
who evidently deem it the most natural 
thing in the world that God should give 
them the desires of their heart for the 
hour, but that it is very strange that 
God should call on them in His provi- 
dence to serve Him by doing and endur- 
ing that from which their whole natures 
recoil in their love of selfish ease. And 
thus it is that God’s standard for man 
is very different from the average man’s 
standard for God. Man is created to 
find the highest end of his being in un- 
selfishly doing God’s service; but man 
inclines to think of God as existing pri- 
marily to secure happiness for man. 

The more service a man renders to 
God, the more service God enables 
man to render to him. “Unto him : J 
hath shall be given,” in this field as iff 
every other. Not happiness apart from 
service, but the happiness of added serv- 
ice, is God’s reward to him who. serves 
God faithfully. Maurice emphasizes 
this truth when he says: “The reward 
is not repose, but fresh work; a larger 
sphere of usefulness and influence. The 
command over ten cities is given to the 
man whose pound had grown to ten 
pounds; the command of five cities, to 
the man whose pound had grown to five 
pounds. The faculty of doing good [in 
God’s loving service], by an eternal law, 
is multiplied and magnified according 
to the use which is made of it.” 

That a man’s ultimate happiness will 
be secured by his unselfish service of 
God is not to be doubted; but so long 
as a man lives only for his own happi- 
ness, he can no more render unselfish 
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service to God than a soldier can be a 
hero in the hour of battle while the 
chief desire of his heart is to secure his 
safety from bodily harm. On the high- 
est plane of living, as on the lowest, 
man’s truest joy can be found only in 
a purpose of life that overshadows all 
thought of his personal comfort and 
safety; for whosoever would save him- 
self shall lose the prize he seeks; but 
whosoever shall lose himself in Christ’s 
service shall win all that he lives for— 
and more. 
(To be continued) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Purpose of the 
Auca Missionary Foundation 


I am disturbed about the announce- 
ment in THe Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs 
regarding the Auca Missionary Foun- 
dation. I am sorry to have the Chris- 
tian public think that there is now a 
new mission board. People do not 
read carefully. The Auca Missionary 
Foundation, to some, will mean that 
issi have now been commis- 
langelize the Aucas, and 
that they want to have 
og them. This must be 
coming in to the 
it be possible to 
emphasizing that 
ily as a legal pro- 































cedure ement of funds 

already in Elliot, Ecua- 

dor. 

As the Tres (March 22, 
1958), the Auca Foundation 


28, 1957, “to 
of Christian 


was incorporated 
promote and aid @ 


evangelical the 
wore...” 

profit, of which the ors are 
the five widows of the mission- 
aries who were slain , and 


T. E. McCully, Sam 
Philip E. Howard, Jr. 
primarily in order to ché 


Pliot’s book, “Through Gates 
dor.” Mr. Saint is secretary 
P. O. Box 222, Wyckoff, N. J. 

This Foundation is not to be ¢ 
with the Five Missionary Martyrs 
which was formed in 1956 and _ still 
exists. The trustees of this Fund are 
Lt. Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. (Ret.), 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman, and Dr. Clyde 
W. Taylor. The basic policies of this 
fune, as stated by one of the trustees in 
a letter to the Editor (April, 1956), are: 
(1) to provide for the immediate needs 
of the widows and children, if any; (2) 
to care for emergencies that may - arise, 
such as sickness, surgery, and hospital- 
ization; (3) to provide for the education 
of the children. It formerly had a box 
number in Washington, D. C., but now 
uses the address of the Evangelical For- 
eign Missions Association, of which Dr. 
Taylor is executive secretary, at 311 
Commercial Bank Bldg., 1405 G Street, 
N. W., Washington 5. 
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|. The Evil of Prayers for the Dead 


‘ 


stones and also on funeral 
cards. They represent the 
Latin phrase, Requiescat in pace, mean- 
ing “May he (or she) rest in peace.” 
This is a prayer for the dead. It should 
be understood that prayers for the dead 
are not offered for the departed who have 
gone to Heaven, or for the wicked de- 
ceased who have gone to hell, but for 
those who are supposed to be too good 
for hell but unfit for Heaven, and are, 
therefore, in neither hell nor Heaven, 
but in a place called purgatory. 
“The New Catholic Dictionary” says: 
“Prayers for the dead benefit the souls 
in Purgatory but cannot benefit the just 


“R I. P.” may be seen on tomb- 
* 


in heaven or the damned in hell. The. 


councils of Florence and of Trent, voic- 
ing the constant teaching and practice 
of the Church, have expressly declared 
that the souls in Purgatory are aided 
by the suffrage of the faithful. They 
are aided especially by the Mass (Trent, 
Sess. XV.), by indulgences, and by good 
works, such as prayers, alms, fasting, 
etc. These good works are applied by 
way of satisfaction, ie., the satisfactory 
value of good works, which consists in 
the remission of punishment due to sin, 
is transferred to the poor souls” (Vati- 
can Edition, in loco). 


Payment After Death 


It is said that souls suffer torments 
in purgatory in order to “discharge the 
debt due to divine justice, and to per- 
fectly purify the soul which has been 
contaminated by sin” (“The Purgato- 
rian Manual,” by Rev. Thomas S. Pres- 
ton, New York, 1866). 


This same textbook, “Approved by 
the Most Rev. John McCloskey, D.D., 
Archbishop of New York,” goes on to 
say: “The all-complete atonement of 
Christ removes the eternal punishment 


‘due to every grievous sin, but does not 


do away with the temporal penalties. 

. Inasmuch then as so many die 
imperfect, and with debts to the divine 
justice unsatisfied, there must be a 
place beyond the world of sense where 
the contrite and faithful soul may pay 
that which is due, and enter freely into 
the kingdom of saints. .. . If there were 
no Purgatory, the debt could not be 
paid and as justice could not be satis- 
fied, the soul thus amenable to penalty 
could never enter heaven” (ibid. pp. 
14, 15). 


Even though Scripture affirms, “The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin” (1 John 1:7), according 
to the teaching of the Roman Church 
there is still a debt which even the 
redeemed must pay before they can 
enter Heaven. They teach that, to com- 
plete salvation and purification, the soul 
must suffer a part of the penalty, either 
by penance in this life, or by pains in 


A scheme built on fear and the love of money 


This is the first of five articles on 
some errors of Roman Catholicism, 
by Dr. Rowell, who is pastor of the 
Central Baptist Church, Victoria, 
B. C. His name is now well known 
to most Times readers, since many 
of his articles have appeared in these 
columns. It will be noted that he 
quotes Roman Catholic authors and 
shows from the Bible where they are 
wrong. The next three articles will 


be on Purgatory, and the last on 
Tr bstantiation 











purgatory. Bellarmine states it in these 
words: “Purgatory is a certain place in 
which, as in a prison, the souls are 
purged after this life which were not 
fully purged in this life” (De Purga- 
torio, iii. 14) (“Bib. Theol. and Eccles. 
Cyclopedia,” by McClinteck and Strong, 
in loco). 

The doctrine of purgatory was de- 
veloped as a result of the earlier teach- 
ing of “Prayers for the Dead,” and not 
vice versa. Teaching concerning pur- 
gatory was first submitted for discus- 
sion at the second session of the Coun- 
cil of Ferrara, March 15, 1438, and was 
first admitted as doctrine of the Roman 
Church at the Council of Florence in 
1439, being finally confirmed at the 25th 
and last session of the Council of Trent 
in 1563. 

Though various verses are quoted in 
Romish textbooks, in an attempt to give 
it. Scriptural support, yet Romish 
writers have been compelled to ac- 
knowledge that it cannot be found in 
the Bible. In the “Catholic Dictionary,” 
with Imprimatur of Cardinal Vaughan, 
it is stated: “We would appeal to those 
general principles of Scripture rather 
than to particular texts often alleged 
in proof of Purgatory. We doubt if they 
contain an explicit and direct reference 
to it” (p. 787; Kegan, Paul & Co., 1893). 
Cardinal Wiseman, speaking of the 
Bible, said, that a Roman Catholic 
“could not discover in it one word of 
Purgatory” (“Lectures on the Principal 
Doctrines and Practices of the Catholic 
Church”). 


Happy Souls in Purgatory? 

The Roman Church teaches that souls 
in purgatory “are so gladdened by the 
thought that they are not lost, but only 
temporarily delayed, that the Church 
says they rest in Christ and sleep the 
sleep of peace. They certainly suffer, 
but they are utterly sure of. victory” 
(“The Register,” Oct. 28, 1956, p. 3). 

Liguori, one of Rome’s theologians, 
tells the kind of sins that keep souls 
detained in purgatory, where they 
suffer and need the prayers of the faith- 
ful. In his book, “The True Spouse of 
Christ,” Liguori states: “St. Magdalene 


By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


de Pazzi once saw a soul suffering in 
Purgatory for having through careless- 
ness omitted one communion” (vol. ii. 
p. 80, pub’d by Benziger Bros. New 
York, 1888). 

“A Nun went there for something said 
in a whisper in the Choir” (“Month of 
Mary,” by Father Muzzarelli, pp. 74, 
75; Burns & Oates, London, 1849). “A 
Holy Virgin for washing her face with 
too much nicety upon aé Friday” 
(“Month of Mary,” as above). 

So determined is the Roman Church 
to keep her devotees in her grasp, she 
enumerates such sins as the above to 
make all her people feel that their own 
sins are grievous enough to send them 
to purgatory. And this, in spite of the 
fact that her Bible, the Douay Version, 
gives the precious assurance, “The 
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses 
us from.all sin”; and also this, “But you 
have been washed, you have been sanc- 
tified, you have been justified in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
the spirit of our God” (1 John 1:7; 1 
Cor. 6:11). 

As though willing to disregard the 
plain words and assurances of Holy 
Scripture, the Roman Church, through 
the Council of Trent, maintains: 

“If any one shall say that, after the 
reception of the grace of justification, 
the guilt is so remitted to the penitent 
sinner, and the penalty of eternal pun- 
ishment destroyed, that no penalty of 
temporal punishment remains to be 
paid either in this world or in the fu- 
ture, in purgatory, before the access 
to the kingdom of heaven can be open, 
let him be accursed.” 


A Device To Maintain Power 


From this, it is clear that the Roman 
Church, in order to maintain her 
priestly power over the minds and con- 
sciences of. her people, seeks to hold 
them in the bondage and fear of pur- 
gatory. Although she teaches that pur- 
gatory is only for those who died “in 
Christ,” she would not have it believed 
that these are entirely beyond her 
power. Instead, she insists that they 
still need her priestly ministrations, in 
prayers and masses, for which “mass 
stipends,” or payment, must be made. 
Accordingly, she teaches that, one who 
is “in Christ,” and has received “the 
grace of justification,” is not thereby 
justified in its truest sense; that the 
precious blood of Christ does not really 
cleanse from ALL sin, but that for such, 
according to the above-quoted canon 
from the Council of Trent, there is still 
a temporal punishment which they 
themselves must pay “either in this 
world or in the future, in purgatory.” 

The Roman Church takes the very 
heart and certainty out of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and substitutes her own 

(Continued on page 658) 








648 (4) 
Planning for Fall and Winter in Your School 


Tested ideas that may increase interest and efficiency 


Multiple-Duty Assistant Teacher 
By James E. Adams 


HEN I was in my mid-thirties, 

teachers were scarce around our 
church. It was in the years after World 
War II. Since I had just been dis- 
charged from the Army, it fell to my 
lot to substitute in various classes and 
age-groups. Sometimes I did not know 
until arriving at Sunday school whether 
I would be teaching Primaries, Juniors, 
Intermediates, Seniors, or the men’s Bi- 
ble class. This may sound like an al- 
most impossible assignment. It is not. 
While ‘the assistant teacher cannot do 
as good a job as the regular teacher, he 
can serve a useful purpose and teach 
interestingly to several age groups. 

Times have changed. Most teachers 
have telephones, so the assistant teacher 
will usually have advance notice of the 
particular class he is to teach. But the 
teacher shortage persists, and an assist- 
ant who can teach various age groups_ 
will be a boon in many small Sunday 
schools—and some larger ones, too. 

An assistant teacher is the logical 
person to undertake substituting in sev- 
eral classes. This will be a broadening 
of his teaching ministry and will entail 
more time in lesson preparation. Peo- 
ple in their fifties and sixties who have 
taught might be challenged with this 
assignment. 

The older former teacher usually has 
a good knowledge of the Scriptures. 
This is absolutely essential. And his 
past experiences will provide a wealth 
of illustrative material. He must be 
careful, though, to avoid the “Now, 
when I was your age,” and “In the good 
old days” approaches. He can tone 
down the personal references by saying, 
“I knew a boy,” or, “There was a fellow 
who... ,” even though he is referring to 
himself. 

This ministry does not demand as 
much additional time and preparation 
as appears at first glance. Some teach- 
ing methods are suitable for Primaries 
on up through Adults. A story avidly 
and interestingly told holds them all. 
The greatest wealth of story material 
is at our fingertips—in the Bible. And, 
of course, we can find a Biblical illus- 
tration simply by checking marginal 
references or the subject reference in 
a concordance. A good storyteller vis- 
ualizes the incident and brings out the 
feelings of victor and vanquished, par- 
ticipants and onlookers, and the atti- 
tude of God. Obedience, faith, love, 
and courage are as pleasing to the Lord 
now as ever in the past. 

Slant the story according to age 
groups. For instance, in telling the 
story of David and Goliath to Primar- 
ies, emphasize young David’s courage 
and faith in God. Primaries are active, 
curious, imaginative, and imitative, so 
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tell a fast-moving story, and accent the 
character-building elements. Keep your 
vécabulary simple. 

To. energetic, hero-worshiping Jun- 
iors, dwell more on the actual combat 
and David’s faith-inspired victory. 

Then, Intermediates will appreciate 
motives and reasons woven into the 
narrative to learn why David could do 
what others were afraid to do. He 
loved and worshiped God. God had 
enabled him to kill a lion and a bear! 
Why fear Goliath? 

Seniors like competition and noble 
aspiration. This giant was defying the 
armies of the living God! Something 
had to be done! David did his part 
and started a chain reaction that led to 
victory over the entire Philistine army. 

And the Adults can be challenged 
with the fact that any one of the thou- 
sands in Israel’s camp could have slain 
Goliath (other Israelites slew giants—1 
Chron. 11:23, 24; 20:4-8). But David 
possessed the confidence in God that 
was necessary to conquer. Every man 
who has done wonders was once a com- 
mon, ordinary fellow. 

To understand the needs of various 
age groups and methods of teaching 
them, buy a book on the subject—for 
instance, “How to Teach,” by E. W. 
Thornton and revised by C. J. Sharp 
(Standard Pub. Co., Cincinnati 31; $1.10). 

The connecting events between. les- 
sons may be a story, but we can also 
find interesting customs and historical 
facts in a Bible dictionary. Archaeo- 
logical discoveries are intriguing, even 
to children, if some of the struggles and 
disappointments attending the search 
are recounted.. Every public library 
has some excellent books on this sub- 
ject: “Gods, Graves and Scholars” by 
C. W. Ceram, “Spadework in Archaeol- 
ogy” by C. L. Woolley. Current books 
available -at the bookstores include 
“Archaeology and. the Old Testament,” 
by Merrill F. Unger (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $4.95), 
and “The Bible Comes Alive,” by Sir 
Charles Marston (Fleming H. Revell, 
Westwood, N. J., $2.50). The “Bible 
Handbook,” by Henry H. Halley (Henry 
H. Halley, Moody Press, Chicago’ 10; $3) 
is reasonably priced and has consider- 
able material we can use here. And it 
is concisely presented. 

Use questions. Questions get partici- 
pation not only from older pupils but 
from Primaries, too. I do not mean 
such questions as, “Where did David go 


first?” “What did he get from the 
brook?” “How was he going to use the 
five stones?” “Then what did he do?” 
Rather: “What kind of weapon did 


David have?” Many children know 
what a slingshot is, so you will get some 
comments there.” And with a small 
piece of leather (the. tongue from an 
old shoe will do) and some twine, you 
can make a sling in five minutes. Then 
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you will really have them joining in. 

I would even use that sling in an adult 
class, pointing out that God uses the 
weak things of the world to confound 
the things that are mighty. And that 
points up the fact that an object is a 
conversation piece in any age group. 
Look for them—and the simpler, the 
better. 

Other participation-provoking ques- 
tions are: “What else. could the person 
have done under the circumstances? 
What would you have done?” Books on 
teaching methods usually have some in- 
structions on the effectiveness and use 
of questions. There is an excellent 
chapter, “The Art of Asking Questions,” 
in “My Message to Synday School 
Workers,” by Marion Lawrance (now 
out of print). 

So, if your Sunday school superin- 
tendent asks you to assist in several 
classes, if can be done. Visualize the 
stories, and tell them as if you are on 
the scene watching the participants. 
Study and make effective use of the 
connection between the lessons and 
background material. Use questions to 
gain participation. And look for simple 
object lessons. 

No one will compel you to do this. 
But God loves the second-mile Chris- 
tian, the one who does what is expected 
of him—plus! 

CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
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Rally Day—and After 
By Elizabeth W. Sudlow 


HAT we do on Rally Day may 

well set the pace for what our 
school will accomplish during the 
months ahead. If we have set a goal 
and are determined to reach that goal 
—whether it be the organizing of a new, 
class, the bringing back of absentees, or 
something else that will build up the 
school—then we should be prepared to 
do just that. We want a new adult 
class; it is of little value if we wait un- 
til we see how many adults come out 
on Rally Day. We want to make our 
Junior, Intermediate, or Junior High 
Department stronger; on Rally Sunday 
we must be prepared with necessary 
teachers, song leaders, secretaries, and 
a good, peppy talk that will make these 
boys and girls want to come again. We 
want to start a Nursery Department; 
we must be prepared to take care of 
such infants as are brought to the Rally 
Day service. 

No matter what are our goals for 
Rally Day, we must be prepared to con- 
serve the fruits of all our endeavors. 
It is of little value to make elaborate 
plans for the special day if no provision 
has been made for caring for those who 
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come into the Sunday school at that 
particular time. There are times and 
occasions, however, when a Rally Day 
crowd will present an unexpected chal- 
lenge, and for such events the superin- 
tendent and those in authority must be 
ready to take advantage. In one school, 
a group of five young mothers was dis- 
covered for whom no preparation had 
been made. They had brought little 
toddlers to the Nursery Department but 
did not want to leave them alone. And 
so, without prearrangement or plan, 
these mothers were asked to sit in a 
small group outside the Nursery Depart- 
ment door, where they were in close 
contact with their children, and a class 
was formed then and there. For years 
the class has functioned, and now is one 
of the strongest groups in the school. 
And all because someone “discovered” 
them and made use of the discovery. 

In another school, a man. was “dis- 
covered” just listening in to the Rally 
Day service. It was learned that he 
was an office man, accustomed to com- 
piling statistics, and he was invited to 
check over the regular records and 
make suggestions for improving them. 
He is still at work outside lesson periods 
and has rendered invaluable assistance 
to not only the secretary but to the en- 
tire organization. 

At one Rally Day service a visitor 
asked the guide, to whom she had been 
assigned for visiting the various de- 
partments, regarding the special mis- 
sionary instruction being given the pu- 
pils. It developed that she had been 
missionary superintendent in her home 
school, and had many valuable ideas to 
offer. She was willing to share her ex- 
periences, and so another good worker 
was “discovered.” 

The list is long of valuable “discover- 
ies” that have been made on Rally Day, 
and each makes for a better school. 
Rally Day should be a practical demon- 
stration of what your school really is. 
Put on your best front, but not a false 
front. A false show of a flashy enter- 
tainment will not win and hold. The 
reaction after such a service is not 
wholesome. Give your visitors a Rally 
Day “show” and they will not want to 
come back until you stage another 
“show.” Give them a sample of your 
best Sunday school program including 
teaching, and they will want to come 
back for more. 

The value of the day is measured not 
so much by counting noses as by the 
character-building and Bible-teaching 
quality of the program offered. 


MiaMI, FLA. 
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Worship Periods in the 
Junior Department 


By Faith W. Shiras 


T IS a privilege as well as a challenge 
to be permitted to be superintendent 
of one of the departments of a Sunday 
School. As I watch my bright, Junior- 
age boys and girls (one hundred and 
thirty enrolled), I have a feeling of re- 
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sponsibility, but also a sense of urgency, 
for the day will soon arrive when these 
children are to be promoted into the In- 
termediate Department where sophisti- 
cation begins to be apparent. 

These Junior years, nine to eleven, 
are wonderful years, the youngsters 
bubbling over with life and enthusiasm, 
and willing, yes, even eager to enter 
into the activities of this period. God is 
good to let me look into their fresh, 
young faces each week}; and, as I pray 
for them and the program, I know that 
our Heavenly Father will answer this 
prayer of mine that what is said may 
leave a lasting impression on their lives, 
so full of promise. We feel that the 
primary reason for the success of our 
department is the fact that we meet 
weekly to pray, remembering the prom- 
ise in Matthew 18:19, “If two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching y 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of my Father which is 
in heaven.” We are confident that prog- 
ress in this work would be impossible 
without God’s help. 

Music, of course, is definitely of im- 
portance during this period, for the 
children love to sing; and it seems to 
me their singing is above the average. 
Our pastor compared their music to 
that of angels, though I doubt that our 
earthly ears have ever heard sounds to 
compare with the voices of the celestial 
choirs. We did, however, welcome his 
superlative praise. We sing some of 
the old hymns, as well as the newer 
ones, feeling that a child’s education 
falls short of what it should be, if these 
fine old hymns are not included—songs 
filled with majestic words and music 
as well as with adoration and love for 
God. At present we have been work- 
ing on a modern composition, a setting 
of Psalm 150 by Lydia Stevens. (May 
be procured from Sacred Music Studio, 
375 S. Ogden St., Denver 9). The music 
is above the average, the tempo pleasing 
as it changes when the musical instru- 
ments are named, and the children en- 
joy the staccato on “cymbals.” They 
noted my delighted surprise when they 
sang it with few mistakes, almost like 
professionals, after hearing it sung only 
once by our song leader. Having re- 
ceived the pastor’s pleased permission, 
we sang it at the morning church serv- 
ice. We filled all the available space 
at the front of the auditorium, and one 
usher later remarked, “I wondered if 
that procession would ever end.” Next 
we plan to learn a setting of Psalm 100 
(available at the same address) by Mrs. 
Roy Jones, who, incidentally, received 
the award in a national musical com- 
position contest several years ago. 

Prior to this, we sang the books of the 
Bible (one arrangement, “Bible Books 
in Song,” by Naomi Hotchkiss, Standard 
Pub. Co., Cincinnati 31, 15c each, $1.50 a 
doz.). This was not easy, but the Jun- 


iors worked on it until it was con-. 


quered, after which, one child each 
week was permitted to recite the books 
of the Bible before the group. 
vast importance to have these sixty-six 
books stored away in the children’s 
minds, even the Minor Prophets, while 
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memorizing is not difficult. In past 
years, we have also sung some of the 
more important Bible verses; and find 
singing a less difficult way to commit 
Scripture to memory—practically with- 
out effort. (A limited number of 
Robert Harkness’ “Scripture Choruses” 
is available at The Sunday School 
Times Co., Phila. 5, at the reduced 
price of 50 cents each. Paper covers are 
slightly discolored.) 

Of course there are always prelimi- 
naries before the main feature of the 
worship hour. We count the Bibles the 
children have brought, the number be- 
ing posted on the bulletin board. On 
one Sunday there were eighty-eight, 
and an attendance of ninety-eight; so 
opportunity was given to show the ten 
delinquents what they missed in\ not 
being able to sing Psalm 150 out of their 
own Bibles. 

Next, those who are attending our 
Sunday school for the first time are 
asked to come to the front of the room, 
after which we find out what part of 
the country they are from. Sometimes 
they have come from as far.as the At- 
lantic coast. When we pray publicly 
for these young visitors, probably it is 
a new experience for them. 

In addition to the offering received 
in the classes for the Sunday school 
expenses, a missionary offering is taken 
during the worship period. An expla- 
nation is given as to where the money 
will be sent, and the needs of this par- 
ticular field are mentioned. Different 
children are chosen each week to take 
up this offering while a trained girls’ 
quartet sings. The combined offering 
recently from our department and the 
Intermediates was quite gratifying— 
$280 in nine months. 

Our program is by no means a rigid 
one. Often, on the first Sunday of the 
month, a missionary story is told. We 
feel that much emphasis on this subject 
may result in volunteers for the foreign 
field later on. One of our fine sixth 
graders dedicated his life to the mission 
field, this past summer, causing our 
hearts to rejoice. Our stories encircle 
the globe, but more time has been given 
to China than other parts of the world, 
perhaps because we have had dear 
friends in that land. Now, at least for 
a time, work in China is impossible. 
Work is still going on among Chinese in 
Formosa. ‘ 

The second Sunday of the month, we 
have a contest, which is a time of en- 
thusiasm among these wide-awake 
youngsters. Boys compete with girls 
for the largest number of correct an- 
swers to Bible questions. Never does a 


* Sunday come that some child does not 


ask that we have a contest. We started 
with Genesis 1:1; and it is a never-end- 
ing delight to the boys that they win 
more often than the girls do. 

Sometimes, on the third Sunday, we 
have a Bible film or a flannelgraph 
demonstration. A friend, who is blessed 
with a fine assortment of flannelgraphs, 
considers it a privilege to lend hers be- 
cause, when two or more are being used 
at one time, their usefulness is increased. 
How fine it is when one with an abun- 
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dance of material wants to keep it 
busy for the Lord! 

Sometimes we have aan . illustrated 
talk. For instance, we quote verses to 
show that the Bible is a mirror (Jas. 
1: 23-27); a lamp (Psa. 119: 105); a sword 
(Eph. 6:17); seed (Luke 8:11); honey 
(Psa. 19:10); milk (1 Pet: 2:2); a hammer 
(Jer. 23:29); medicine (Psa. 119-25); 
gold (Psa. 119:72). This list is not com- 
plete, but if the articles referred to are 
on display, they will emphasize the 
diversity of blessings that may be ours 
as we study the Word of God. 

In another illustrated talk we use 
pencils. I am fortunate enough to have 
a large variety. 
used to represent Christians saved in a 
heathen land where ivory is found; the 
red one signifies the danger in delay, 
and the future awaiting those who re- 
ject Christ; a pencil with gilt lettering, 
“Hey! Don’t run off with me,” reminds 
us how easy it is to be careless about 
returning others’ possessions. Next, we 
see what seems to be a pencil, but in- 
stead of lead, we see an eraser, which 
makes us think of that ugly word, “hyp- 
ocrite;” a pencil with an eraser denotes 
one who grieves when he has sinned, 
but knows he is forgiven, and his sin is 
blotted out when he confesses his guilt, 
and asks God’s forgiveness; then there 
is the pencil, not so very fine to look at, 
but reliable, reminding us of a Chris- 
tian who is not much concerned about 
outward appearance, but faithful in 
God’s sight; the next one has three 
points, red, blue, and green, like a 
Christian with diversity of talents; an- 
other is silver and very elaborate, 
resembling Christians who are much en- 
grossed in beautiful clothing and jew- 
elry, but giving heavenly things second 
place; and last, but by no means least, 
a gold pencil, which reminds us of one 
whose spirituality is apparent to all, 
“pure gold,” we say to emphasize the 
beauty of such a life. This array of 
pencils will not only hold the attention 
of the children, but also bring home 
many valuable truths that need to be 
emphasized. 

There are many books of chalk talks 
for those who have even a slight talent 
for drawing, also some illustrated by 
chemistry. (Several excellent ones are, 
“Chalk Talks for the Amateur,” by 
Lionel Hunt, Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
75c; and “Chemical Object Lessons,” 
“Surprise Object Lessons,” “Magic Cli- 
max Gospel Objects,” by Arnold C. 
Westphal, Route 2, Laporte, Ind., $1.25 
a set, “Crayon Talks,” by L. O. Brown, 
Fleming H. Revell, Westwood, N. J., 
$2.) So much has been provided to 
make the worship time interesting as 
well as instructive and inspiring that 
there is little need for the thought, 
“What shall I do to hold the children’s 
attention today?” 

Then, for the concluding part of our 
program, we ask some child to volun- 
teer to pray. We want this prayer to 
be spontaneous, so it is not planned 
ahead of time. I am happily surprised 
to see how willing the children often 
are to perform this little service for the 
Lord, and to let the other children 
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know that they are in the habit of pray- 
ing and willing to assist in this way. 
Surprising spiritual insight is evident 
in these prayers—prayers mingled with 
thanksgiving for a wide range of sub- 
jects as well as praise and _ inter- 
cession. 

Some Sundays we have the sad duty 
of reporting a sorrow, possibly a trag- 
edy. At such times the children unite 
in a time of silent prayer. Not once 
have I heard a whisper, and indeed it 
is a tremendous moment when a hun- 
dred or’ more children pray unitedly. 
We do not have this a regular part of 
our program, feeling it is more impres- 
sive to pray thus unitedly in some 
emergency. One of the members of the 
church was knocked down by a train, 
and though the accident did not prove 
fatal, she was in a serious condition. 
We prayed thus for her; and I was glad 
to report later that she recovered. Then 
one Sunday a girl asked that we pray 
for her mother, as the husband and 
father in the home had died that week. 
Every heart was touched by that sor- 
row, and we gladly complied. The 
week that President Eisenhower had 
his heart attack, we prayed together for 
his recovery, and the faith of the chil- 
dren was strengthened when he recu- 
perated. Then the Sunday before the 
election, I was puzzled for I knew that 
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the ten boys in my class had divergent 
views, and wanted a heated discussion 
in class, which of course I could not 
permit. I was anxious for prayer dur- 
ing the worship period, and solved the 
problem by requesting them all to pray 
silently that there might never be a 
man in the White House who did not 
believe that the Lord Jesus Christ was 
God’s only begotten Son. 

Before our closing song we recite, 
“Even a child is known by his doings, 
whether his work be pure, and whether 
it be right” (Prov. 20:11), feeling it is 
good to let the children leave with 
final emphasis on the practical side of 
the Christian life, since God expects 
Christian boys and girls to conduct 
themselves in a manner acceptable to 
Him, during the week—at school, at 
play, and at home as well as in church. 

And thus we close the service, once 
more having endeavored to turn the 
children’s thoughts toward the kind 
Shepherd who loves the lambs more 
than an earthly parent or teacher can. 
We feel that this is important in these 
days so full of temptation to evil 


thoughts and acts while character is: 


being formed. We leave the auditorium 
with gratitude in our hearts, knowing 
that God is able and willing to water 
the seed that has been sown. 


CARLSBAD, CALIF. 


Teaching Scripture to Children 


Using every opportunity to instill Christian truth into young minds and hearts 


N DEALING with children, whether 

we are Sunday school teachers, or 
parents, or merely caretakers, teaching 
the Bible in a simple way counts more 
tha& we can realize. Of course we 
should, in such teaching, feed children 
with “milk” before “meat,” but there 
are many truths they can comprehend— 
even while quite young. A grandmother, 
who had beer. a Sunday school teacher 
and who sometimes took care of her 
grandchildren, Danny and Philip, both 
under five, occasionally wrote us about 
their responses to her Christian teach- 
ings. They were sometimes surprising 
and most encouraging. A recent letter 
from her reads: 


When Danny and Philip are here, 
their bedtime verse is Psalm 4:8, and 
their getting-up verse is Psalm 3:5. 
They are my verses, too, and yours! 
The former one is: “I will both lay me 
down in peace, and sleep: for thou, 
Lord, only makest me dwell in safety.” 
The latter is, “I laid me down and slept; 
I awaked; for the Lord sustained me.” 


How wonderful and worth while for a 
child to establish the habit of praising 
God first thing when he awakens. Emer- 
gencies would scarcely have the power, 
in later years, to confound, after such 
spiritual training. 

Each time these and the other grand- 
children visit that grandmother, she con- 
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siders it a privilege—not a hardship or 
sacrifice, even though her daily work 
leaves little time for unessential things. 
She aims to inculcate in the minds of 
the children that God is in every area of 
life—work, play, rest, and the like. With 
such close and sweet spiritual fellowship 
as exists there, I shall be surprised if 
the youngsters do not in later years be- 
come full-time Christian workers. Inci- 
dentally, the grandmother, a widow, en- 
joys such caretaking so much that, fre- 
quently, she asks the parents for the 
privilege of having the children with 
her for days at a time, especially when 
she knows that this would relieve the 
parents to some extent because of ill- 
ness or other circumstances. 

Some so-called “modern” leaders de- 
clare it unimportant to have pupils 
memorize Scripture, but many Sunday 
school teachers have reason to know how 
greatly this habit helps children. It is 
true, they will more thoroughly absorb 
the deeper meanings of the verses they 
memorize when they grow to manhood 
and womanhood, but in these days, 
when youngsters take in all the radio 
and television programs they are sub- 
jected to, their ability to comprehend 
Bible passages is much greater than that 
of children of former generations. So 
let us err in the way of teaching them 
too much Bible, rather than too little. 

(Continued on page 659) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 21. 


Deuteronomy 15:7-11; 24:19-21; 


JUSTICE FOR PEOPLE IN NEED 


Isaiah 58:4-12; Matthew 9:35, 36; Luke 4:14-22; Hebrews 13:1-3; 


" 1 John 3:11-24; printed text, Isaiah 58:6-8; Luke 4:16-22; Hebrews 13:1-3 


Golden Text.—But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?—1 John 3:17 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Isa. 58:6 Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the 
bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let 
the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? 

7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou 
seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not 
thyself from thine own flesh? 

8 Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine 
health shall spring forth speedily: and thy righteousness 
shall go before thee; the glory of the Lorp shall be thy 
rereward. 


Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the syna- 
gogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the 
prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found 
the place where it was written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


. burdens ... break every yoke?” 
Mere abstinence from food is 
cient. Remission of unfair debts, elim- 


ination of unwarranted burdens (liter- 


me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, 

19 To preach the acceptable year of.the Lord. 

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the 
minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were 
in the synagogue were fastened on him. 

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears. 

22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gra- 
cious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they 
said, Is not this Joseph’s son? 


“Heb. 13:1 Let brotherly love continue. 

2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: 
have entertained angels unawares. 

3 Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; 
and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in 
the body. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


for thereby some 
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Verse 17.—“There was delivered unto 
him the book of ... Esaias...he... 
opened the book .. .” Isaiah was doubt- 
less a single scroll. Visitors of known 
education and piety were often invited 


insuffi- 





Approach to the Lesson 
“Jus- 


HE lesson title is arresting: 
tice for People in Need.” Not 


charity, or even mercy, but jus- 
tice. Benevolence is not an optional 
act of condescension toward the needy, 
but a solemn duty. 

The problem of need is perennial. 
Jesus said, “.. . the poor always ye have 
with you” (John 12:8). Men may ig- 
nore the meedy; this is cruel. Or they 
may toss them a few spare coins; this is 
mockery. Or they may heed the ex- 
hortations of Isaiah, emulate the atti- 
tude of Jesus, be concerned about those 
in distress and move to their aid; this 
is Christian benevolence. 

External religious forms and exercises 
are in vain if they are not matched by 
generosity. Why is this? Because God 
is interested primarily in man’s heart. 
Ritualism may be hollow and meaning- 
less, but true benevolence reveals a 
heart of love. 

Kindness, however, must not be vague 
sentimentalism. People in trouble want 
more than sympathy. They want an 
intelligent understanding and apprecia- 
tion of their specific needs and assist- 
ance in meeting their specific problems. 
Benefactors must know whether bur- 
dens, yokes, hunger, poverty, or naked- 
ness oppress their neighbors; and their 
aid must be channeled to meet the par- 
ticular need with the right solution. 


Verse by Verse 


Isa. 58:6.—"“. . . 
chosen .. .-loose the bands... 


the fast that I have 
undo 


ally the “thongs of the yoke” tied to 

the head of oxen), emancipation of 

those unjustly enslaved; this God de- 
mands. 


Verse 7.—“. . . deal thy bread to the 
hungry ... bring the poor... to thy 
house? when thou seest the naked, that 


thou cover him...” The negative com- 
mands of verse 6 are matched by 
positive injunctions. To “deal” is to 
“break” bread. The hungry must be 
fed, the homeless (as evicted tenants, 
debtors) housed, the naked clothed, 
one’s kindred provided for. 

Verse 8—“Then shall thy light break 
forth . ... thine health .. . thy righteous- 
ness shall go before thee; the glory of 
the Lord...” Ethical justice will usher 
in the dawn of a new day. “Health” is 
literally “healing”; your condition will 
be sound. You will be acquitted as 
righteous. The glory of God, mentioned 
last, as bringing up a triumphal proces- 
sion, will be your protection and stay. 

Luke 4:16.—“He came to Nazareth .. . 
as his custom was, he went into the 
synagogue .. . stood up for to read.” 
The Saviour was back in His home 
town. Jewish children were admitted 
to the synagogue at five years of age; 
at thirteen attendance was compulsory. 
Men stood to read the Scriptures and 
sat down to preach. 
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to address Hebrew congregations. 
Verse 18.—“The Spirit of the Lord is 


upon me... he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel .. . to heal the broken- 
hearted ... to set at liberty...” The 


Lord Jesus used the Septuagint (Greek) 
version of Isaiah 61:1, 2. The passage 
is Messianic; it predicts the Gospel proc- 
lamation and emancipating ministry of 
the coming Deliverer. The “blind” were 
made so by prison darkness. 

Verse 19.—“To preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord.” That is, the year of 
jubilee, when slaves were freed, debts 
remitted, and restitution made. Note 
that our Lord does not complete the 
quotation from Isaiah. The “day of 
vengearice” (Isa. 61:2) was still in the 
future. 

Verse 20.—“He closed the book... 
and sat down ... the eyes of all... 
were fastened on him.” He rolled up 
the scroll and assumed the preaching 
position, probably in the rabbi’'s chair. 
“Fastened” is a semitechnical word used 
12 times by the Author-physician Luke. 
The eager gaze of the crowd was in- 
tently focused on the Lord. 


Verse 21.—“This day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears.” We are given 
only the opening words of the sermon. 
But they are far-reaching. The Saviour 
stated that in Him and His mission of 
physical and spiritual deliverance, 
Isaiah’s predictions were fulfilled. The 
divine day of jubilee had arrived. 

Verse 22.—“All bare him witness, and 
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wondered at the gracious words .. . Is 
not this Joseph’s son?” The Lord’s 
“words of grace” (literally) astounded 
the people. His stupendous Messianic 
claim shocked them into mingled won- 
der and incredulity: how could one of 
their village boys be the Son of David? 


Heb. 13:1.—“Let brotherly love con- 
tinue.” The author had already com- 
mended his readers’ love (cf. 6:10). 
He desired that nothing—persecution, 
perplexities, or problems—mar that love. 


entertain strangers .. . 
some have entertained angels un- 
awares.” To “entertain” is to “show 
love to.” This goes beyond love for 
brethren one knows. Abraham exhib- 
ited the virtue of hospitality toward 
strangers (Gen. 18 and 19); his guests 
proved to be angels. 


Verse 3.—‘Remember them that are in 
bonds, as bound . . . them which suffer 
adversity . . .” Compare Romans 12:5. 
“As bound” may mean “as though you 
were in bonds” (cf. Heb. 10:33), or as 
“bondservants” of Christ. Believers are 
“in the, body,” mortal, liable themselves 
to pain. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In Nazareth the Lord Jesus preached 
to His home folks. His message as- 
tounded them. . With the Book of Isaiah 
in His hands, He announced that He 
was the fulfillment of the prophet’s 
Messianic predictions. 

Some seven centuries prior to this 
event, Isaiah had summoned the Jews 
to justice and mercy toward the needy. 
He had challenged them to generosity 
to the poor, compassion toward the af- 
flicted, and hospitality to the homeless. 
He had declared that the coming 
Messiah would bring glad tidings to the 
needy, mend broken hearts, free im- 
prisoned souls, and illumine blinded 
eyes (Isa. 61:1, 2). 

All this and much more the Saviour 
had come to do. His blessed ministry 
did indeed extend to the material needs 
of the destitute and afflicted. He was 
“moved with compassion on them” 
(Matt. 9:36). He regarded them as 
sheep without a shepherd. He healed 
their diseases (Matt. 9:35). But His 
loving heart was even more deeply con- 
cerned about the needs of their souls. 
He died that they might be forgiven 
and enter the family of God. 

And every blood-bought child of God, 
in whose heart the love of Christ has 
been shed abroad by the Holy Spirit, 
must share the Saviour’s interest and 
burden. The needy are still with us— 
the ignorant, underprivileged, disabled, 
and oppressed. It is not enough to pro- 
claim our love for God and man. We 
must demonstrate it in deeds of kind- 
ness and unselfish love. Else our proc- 
lamation is a show and a sham. 

Why should we not rush to the aid 
of the afflicted? Are we not mortal, 
too? But for the grace of God might 
we not be at the receiving, instead of 
the giving end of acts of benevolence? 
Moreover, are we not bondservants of 
Jesus Christ, bound to care for those 
whom our Saviour loves? 


Verse 2.—“. .. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. September 14.—Justice in Economic 

Life. Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 6:4; 

25:35-38; Deuteronomy 25:13-16; 

Proverbs 11:1; Amos 8:4-8; Luke 
19:1-10; James 5:1-8; 1 Peter 4:7-11 


Next Week’s Lesson 


13. September 28.—Justice and Judg- 
ment. Amos 7:7-9; Isaiah 1:10-20; 
Micah 2:1-3, 6-8; Matthew 7:15- 

27; 25:31-46 








Outline of the Lesson 

1. The duty of benevolence (Heb. 13:1, 
3). 

2. The nature of benevolence (Isa. 58: 
6, 7) 

3. The supreme example of benevolence 
(Luke 4: 18, 21) 

4. The reward of benevolence (Isa. 58: 
8) 


Topics for Development 

Our Lord’s Messiahship. It is possible 
to reconstruct the salient features of 
the Saviour’s earthly sojourn by piec- 
ing together the Old Testament Messi- 
anic prophecies concerning Him. In 
Nazareth, toward the opening of His 
ministry, He quoted Isaiah’s astonishing 
Messianic prediction and applied it 
without hesitation to Himself. His in- 
carnation and divine mission took place 
“that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken .. .” (cf. Matt. 1:22; 2:15, 23; 
4:14). Whether it was the initiation of 
His work, His triumphal entry into Jer- 
usalem (cf. Matt. 21:4), His betrayal by 
Judas (cf. Matt. 27:9), or His cruci- 
fixion (cf. Matt. 27:35)—all was part of 
the Messiah’s career. When the Jews 
rejected the Lord Jesus, they were in- 
deed spurning their own Messiah. 

Siamese Twins or a Corpse. Avowed 
faith in Christ, unless its genuineness 
be proved by. good works, is counterfeit. 
It is a corpse. “Even so faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone” (Jas. 
2:17). A corpse is lifeless, helpless, a 
source of sorrow to grieving friends. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


GAINST what sly excuse for self- 
ishness did the Lord warn the 

Jews in Moses’ day? 

2. For whom was the residue of har- 
vests, olives, and grapes to be left? 

3. What kind of “fast” did God de- 
mand in Isaiah’s time? 

4. What rewards were promised for 
such conduct? 

5. How did the Lord Jesus regard the 
needy multitude? 

6. What Old Testament passage did 
Christ cite in the Nazareth synagogue? 

7. What evidence did His audience 
give that His message astounded them? 

8. Who entertained angels unawares? 

9. What does it mean to be “in the 
body”? (Heb. 13:3.) 

10. What proves that believers “haye 
passed from death unto life”? 


(Answers on page 658) 
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So men who profess to believe in the 
Saviour but fail to produce accompany- 
ing works have never received eternal 
life in the first place; they are helpless 
to save themselves; they are a source 
of sorrow to their believing friends. 
The faith that saves can be likened 
to Siamese twins—trust in the Re- 
deemer on the one hand and works 
which glorify God on the other. Justice 
toward the needy may be one aspect of 
faith-revealing good works. 


Practical Applications 

God so loved that He gave. Do we so 
love the needy that we give to them 
our interest, prayers, and financial as- 
sistance? 

Are we satisfied to allow the Com- 
munity Chest to handle our benevolent 
giving? Do we really know what causes 
the Chest supports? 

If we pass on the children’s outgrown 
clothing to those less fortunate, do we 
have the garments repaired, cleaned, 
and pressed first? 

Why these questions? Because the 
Lord is. more interested in our heart 
attitudes than our monetary or mate- 
rial handouts. 

Our Lord’s Messianic program in- 
cluded more than healing the broken- 
hearted and other deeds of kindness. 
Preaching the Gospel to the poor was 
part of His announced mission (cf. Luke 
4:18). So when we send out Christmas 
baskets or bring an orphan to the 
United States, our humanitarianism 
must not be an end in itself, but an end 
plus a means of introducing those in 
need to the Son of God. 


Golden Text 

1 John 3:17.—“Whoso hath this world’s 
good, and seeth . . . need, and shutteth 
up .. . compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God ...?” True 
love invariably gives. The order is self, 
then substance. He who has no com- 
passion for the needy is not willing’ to 
give self, much less substance. He does 
not radiate the love of God-for he is 
obviously a stranger to that love. 


ALTADENA, CALF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HyMNS 


“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 
“Rescue the Perishing”’ 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson——O God 
of love, we thank Thee that Thy mercy 
endures forever and Thy heart is ever 
moved by man’s distress. Forgive us 
our unlikeness to Thee in this, cleanse 
us from our blind and selfish unconcern 
for others, and let Thy mercy dwell in 
us that we may bear one another’s bur- 
dens. Use this lesson to correct our un- 
charitable attitude and to make us 
considerate at all times of the hungry, 
the downtrodden, the tried, and the af- 
flicted. Lead such as are sick of sin to 
trust the Saviour, Provide food for the 
hungry, give comfort to the sad and 
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Lesson for September 21 


light to those in darkness. To our 
world give just, wise, and merciful 
leaders to direct the nations into ways 
of right and peace, and may Thy King- 
dom be established in its final victory 
over wrong through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is a searching 
question our Golden Text asks. Listen 
to it from Phillips’ translation: “But as 
for the well-to-do man who sees his 
brother in want but shuts his eyes—and 
his heart—how could anyone believe 
that the love of God lives in him?” 

We are the well-to-do of our time. 
Our high standards of living make us 
rich indeed as against the millions in 
lands where the majority wage a con- 
stant struggle for a bare existence. Nor 
do we have to look far to find some 
right around us who need help we could 
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give but do not. In God’s sight our 
neglect of the needy is grave sin. The 
Lord Jesus drew two pictures of the 
hereafter in which men’s failure here to 
help the needy darkened their future 
life. The rich man who let the Beggar 
Lazarus exist on the garbage from his 
table found himself in torment after 
death and Lazarus comforted. Also, in 
the judgment scene in Matthew 25:31-46, 
our Lord shows those on the left hand 
punished with the Devil and his angels 
for doing nothing about the hungry and 
thirsty, the homeless, the unclothed, the 
sick, and the imprisoned. 

The better off we are, the easier it is 
to be so wrapped up. in ourselves as to 
have neither eyes nor heart for others. 
How can God’s love dwell in people so 
unconcerned and so neglectful? God is 
love and that makes Him concerned for 
the tried and the troubled, the needy 
and helpless. Let us ever pray to be 
like God in concern for the needy and 
that we may love them not just in word, 
but in deeds of fitting kindness. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . let the oppressed go free... 
break every yoke” (Isa. 58:6).—It was 
not a whispering campaign that Isaiah 
was to indulge in. He was to lift up his 
voice “like a trumpet” and show the 
religious hypocrites their transgressions. 

The house of Judah at this time ap- 
peared very religious. The Lord said: 
“They seek me daily, and delight to 
know my ways, as a nation that did 
righteousness, and forsook not the or- 
dinance of their God: they ask of me 
the ordinances of justice; they take de- 
light in approaching to God” (v. 2). 
But all this religiosity did not deter 
them from smiting “with the fist of 
wickedness” (v. 4). 

It is amazing how extremely violent 
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a devout religionist who is not born 
again can be toward his fellow man! 
Saul of Tarsus said he “persécuted the 
church of God, and wasted it... being 
more exceedingly zealous of the tra- 
ditions of my fathers” (Gal. 1:13, 14). 

One of the characteristics of people 
living in the “perilous times” of the 
last days is: “having a form of god- 
liness, but denying the power thereof” 
(2 Tim. 3:1-5). © 

The Prophet Isaiah would have the 
people know that to please the Lord 
they must loose the bands of wicked- 
ness, undo the heavy burdens, let the 
oppressed go free, break every yoke, 
deal their bread to the hungry, welcome 
the outcasts to their homes, and clothe 
the destitute! 

H. W. Prentis, Jr., chairman of the 
board of Armstrong Cork Co., recently 
delivered an address in which he asked 
and answered the question: “Is there 
anything to that popular expression 
about a nation not being able to stand 
prosperity?” 

He said, “You can find the answer in 
history, for in every case there seems to 
be a pattern—a formula for the rise to 
success and the fall to failure. 

“As I see it,” he continued, “the his- 
torical cycle has always run: from 
bondage to spiritual faith; from spirit- 
ual faith to courage; from courage to 
freedom; from freedom to abundance; 
from abundance to selfishness; from self- 
ishness to complacency; from compla- 
cency to apathy; from apathy to fear; 
from fear to dependency; and from de- 
pendency back to bondage once more.” 

J. H. Peters, editor of Bankers’ 
Monthly, April 15, 1958, commenting on 
the formula said: “We’ve had abun- 


dance, and we’ve had rather more self- . 


ishness, complacency, and apathy than 
we can contemplate with comfort. 

“We appear now to have entered that 
stage of the cycle in which fear is giving 
way to dependency. ‘But we've been 
taught the way of faith and courage 
that can lead us straight back into a 
condition of enduring abundance if we'll 
but turn a deaf ear to the promises of 
our demagogues and search out the 
truth.” 

We should like to add: If the depend- 
ency is on the true and living God, in- 
stead of on an arm of flesh, and if the 
faith is placed in His exceeding great 
and precious promises, all shall be well 
(Jer. 17:5-8). 


“And he came to Nazareth...” (Luke 
4: 16).—Israel failed and is a failure still, 
but her prophets inform us there is to 
be a national confession (Isa. 53) and 
restoration (Chaps. 61 and 62). This 
shall be wrought by the One who “came 
to Nazareth” where He applied the 
great Messianic prophecy to Himself. 

He was anointed with the Holy Ghost 
and with power, and went about doing 
good. He ministered to every need of 
man. 


“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
...” (Luke 4:18) —F. C. Jennings in his 
“Studies in Isaiah” (Loizeaux Bros., 19 
W. 2ist St.. New York 10; $4.50) com- 
ments very feelingly here. He Says: 





(9) 653 


“On Him, the Spirit of God as a dove 
that had long sought a resting-place as 
He hovered over this sea of humanity, 
at last found a congenial home. So He 
went on, never hiding Himself from His 
own flesh—that is, from any man. Let 
the publican, Matthew, make Him a 
feast; He despises nct the company of 
publicans and sinners. Let the Pharisee 
invite Him to dine, and He refuses not 
the cold invitation. Till at length that 
path ‘uncheered by earthly smiles’ led 
Him to the cross, and there, the very 
spear, that pierced His side—the spear 
at the point of which all man’s hate 
may be said to have been focussed, be- 
came the point at which all God’s love 
was also focussed, for it drew forth the 
Blood to save.” 

“But whoso hath this world’s good 
...” (i John 3:17).—I knew a Christian 
businessman who had a_ considerable 
portion of “this world’s good” and who 
sanctified every Thursday for a very 
unusual service. On that day, he would 
diligently seek out some poor persons, 
give them material help—then minister 
to them spiritually. A happy man was 
he! 

Wawona, Catir. 


~ 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let us place alongside 
the various Scripture passages pre- 
scribed for this lesson our Lord’s 
incomparable Parable of the Good Sa- 
maritan as recorded in Luke 10: 25-37. 
Read it. It covers the ground. Some- 
one has described the story as three 
philosophies of life, thus: The thieves 
looked upon the “certain man” going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho and 
said, “What you have is mine, and I will 
get it.” The priest and the Levite said, 
“What is mine is mine, and I will keep 
it.” The Samaritan said, “What is mine 
is yours, and I will give it.” Now our 
Lord did not call him the good Samar- 
itan, but everybody else does. Our 
Lord called him “a certain Samaritan” 
and told what he did, and that was 
good. Good is the only word which by 
itself could describe the Samaritan—the 
man who went out of his way to help 
an unfortunate. It is one of those fine 
words that has not fallen into disrepute 
by overuse. 
You say, “He is a good pitcher,” and 
I know what you mean. He is depend- 
able and ‘will deliver the goods. He 
will not spare himself. The boss tells 
me, “He is a good clerk,” and I know 
what he means. That clerk is always 
there and on the job. The best interest 
of the store is his first concern, and a 
few minutes ahead of time in the morn- 
ing or a few minutes overtime in the 
evening are no pains to him if he can 
somehow win more business for the 
store. The professor tells me, “There's 
a good student,” and I know what he 
tt is honest work and not sim- 
ply “ by.” His father tells me, 
“He is a good son,” and I know what- 
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he means. He is appreciative of what 
is being done for him and he will go 
out of his way any time for his mother, 
not only to save her a heartache, but to 
make her happy. 

Oh, yes, it is a wonderfully fine thing 
to be good. We are not very strong for 
being called pious or religious, but we 
all would be pleased to be regarded as 
a good man, a good neighbor, or a good 
anything. And it is because that word 
good describes quality gained by dili- 
gence and sacrifice. It challenges our 
admiration. One has to go out of his 
way to be good. He has to do some- 
thing over and above what he is ex- 
pected to do. A man may punctually 
pay his bills, he may scrupulously avoid 
being in debt to any man, yet be heart- 
ily despised by his neighbors. He might 
still be a man that nobody would ever 
think of calling good because he does 
what he is expected: to do and nothing 
more. 

The Samaritan might have followed 
the example of the priest and the Le- 
vite. He might have said, “It is not my 
responsibility,” and passed on, like they 
did. Legally, he owed the poor fellow 
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nothing, but morally he owed him a 
neighborly kindness and acted accord- 
ingly; that makes the difference. It 
brings us point-blank to the great les- 
son our Lord was teaching by this para- 
ble. Who is my neighbor? He is any 
person who is in need of something I 
can supply—any time, any where. It 
is not only my duty, but my high priv- 
ilege to see that he gets it. 

“Why, what claim has he upon me?” 
you ask. All the claim in the world. 
Not that he has deposited anything with 
you, but God has deposited with you, as 
a Christian, for that man’s account more 
than you will ever be able to pay. 
Your storehouse holds health, strength, 
money, food, talent, influence, power, 
education, friends, God’s grace, God’s 
sympathy, God’s love—all the heritage 


of a prince in the royal household. And . 


God put it there in such abundance that 
you can never pay it all out—not for 
yourself, but as a trustee for His needy 
ones. And when you get that high con- 
ception of your place in this world, and 
begin a real program of action on that 
basis, trusting the Lord Jesus for 
strength and wisdom, you, too, will be- 
gin to be good in the best sense of the 
word. Some people say the world owes 
them a living. It is not true. You and 
I owe the world a life—for Christ. 

Adopt this program, and you will find 
that life has a new meaning. Your 
neighbors will rejoice, too, but not as 
much as you! 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we will learn a brief 

but important Bible prayer, Psalm 
19:14. “Let the words of my mouth, 
and the meditation of my heart, be ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer.” If we 
pray this from our hearts every day, 
we will grow in grace, for God’s Word 
says, “As he thinketh in his heart, so is 
he” (Prov. 23:7). 

One of the things that proves that the 
Bible was inspired by God is its em- 
phasis on the heart. If it had been 
written by men, it would have stressed 
our words and deeds, for those are all 
our fellow men know about us. But God 
looks on the heart, so the Bible says 
much about our state of heart. 

Turn to Deuteronomy 15, and let us 
read verses 7-11. Here God is com- 
manding the Israelites to give. As we 
read these verses, let us have the girls 
on this side of the table watch for ref- 
erences to the heart. The rest of you 
notice to whom God’s people were to 
give, and how much. (“Thou shalt not 
harden thine heart.” “Beware that 
there be not a thought in thy wicked 
heart.” “Thine heart shall not be 
grieved when thou givest.”) Good. To 
whom were God’s people to give? (To 
their poor brother. To the poor and 
How much were they to give? 
(Sufficient for his need.) What expres- 
sion means that they were to give gen- 
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erously? (“Open thine hand wide.”) 
If God’s people did this, what did He 
promise to do? (Bless them in all that 
they did.) 

Turn next to Isaiah 58:6-8. Fasting 
was a mark of self-denial. God does 
not want people to fast for show, but to 
deny themselves for the good of others. 
A poor man who had just been saved 
met an old man shivering on the side- 
walk just outside the mission. The new 
convert had nothing he could give the 
old man. All he had was a ticket for 
a night’s lodging. So he gave the ticket 
to the old man, and even led him to the 
place so that he would be sure to find 
it. Then he himself went outdoors to 
spend the night in the cold. That 
man’s self-denial must have pleased 
God. 

Verses 6 and 7, here in Isaiah 58, tell 
us for whom we should deny ourselves. 
These same difficulties may apply to 
people around us, but all of them apply 
to the heathen. They are bound in 
wickedness and are heavily burdened 
and oppressed. They are often hungry 
and naked, and some have been cast out 
by their people. We should help every 
needy person that we possibly can, and 
we can give to missionaries and the lit- 
tle orphans they take in for Christ’s 
sake. If we deny ourselves so that we 
can do this, it will please God. 

A Scottish woman gave all of her sav- 
ings to David Livingstone, the great 
African missionary, so that he could 
pay a native to go with him through 
the jungles. In the heart of Africa, a 
lion suddenly sprang on Livingstone 
and would have killed him if this native 
had not saved the white man at the risk 
of his own life. How happy that lady 
must have felt when she heard of Liv- 
ingstone’s escape! Because of her gift, 
his life was spared, and he was able to 
go on telling the Gospel story in the 
Dark Continent. 

Read from Isaiah 58:8, the beautiful 
promises given to those who do the 
good deeds spoken of in verses 6 and 7. 

Turn next to Luke 4. We will read 
verses 14-22 responsively. Before we 
can do anything acceptable to God, we 
must first receive Christ as Saviour. 
But after we have done that, we are 
to follow Him as our example. Here 
we learn that He cared for the poor, 
the brokenhearted, the captives, and 
the blind. We cannot do miracles as 
He did, but we can care for those who 
need help, and try to do something for 
them. 

Our last Scripture is Hebrews 13: 1-3. 
“Let brotherly love continue,” is an- 
other reference to the heart. We must 
not let our love’ and kindness fail if we 
meet with ingratitude or misunder- 
standing. If we go to the Lord, He will 
fill us with His love anew. 

What does Hebrews 13:2 say to do? 
(Entertain strangers.) Yes. My par- 
ents proved the truth of this verse. 
Every Christian worker who came to 
our church was invited to our home. 
Many of these “strangers” brought fresh 
blessing into our home and have be- 
come our friends for time and eternity. 

Verse 3 goes back to the heart again. 








the 
an 
the 
rel 


the 
acc 
18, 


Isa 
tha 
fro 
Sai 
not 
Jes 
to 
sat 
Hit 
hac 
Hir 
anr 


AS 





a<sSa< aos OF & 


“a 


ou 


eon: Ss FO a 


= tt wae SU Wwe OD 2 DD be.” DO me 


~ 


a a | ee ae 





Lesson for September 21 


How deeply we would sympathize with 
those in bonds if we were chained be- 
side them! Love such as this verse 
describes means truly loving our neigh- 
bor as ourselves. Love is the secret of 
helping others. May we all increase in 
love for our Lord and for others! Let 
us close our period now by singing the 
chorus, “Give Me a Heart Like Thine.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


Ss 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OU can usually tell what a person 

is like by his habits. If, for ex- 
ample, a boy refuses to attend Sunday 
school, it is doubtless because he does 
not love the Lord Jesus. Some, in order 
to set their life patterns, have asked 
before doing (or not doing) certain 
things, “What would Jesus do?” Well, 
what did He do regarding church? Let 
us turn in our Bibles to the third Gos- 
pel, the Book of Luke. In chapter four, 
verse sixteen, we learn what God the 
Son did. He went, it tells us, to God’s 
house, “as his custom was.” That was 
His habit. Each Sabbath Day, He, the 
Son of God, went to the house of God, 
to worship God the Father. 

Apparently the people of His home 
town respected Him very much (even 
though they did not yet accept Him as 
the Saviour sent from Heaven). It was 
the custom in those days for the rulers 
or leaders of God’s house to invite any- 
one to preach or to read who was 
known to them as an able teacher. 
That is why they handed Him one of the 
Bible scrolls (for, you remember, the 
Bible was not yet in the form of a book, 
but was written on heavy paper, which 
was rolled up). We do not know 
whether that day’s regular reading was 
to be from the Book of Isaiah or if the 
Lord Jesus asked them to bring Him 
that particular Book. At any rate, He 
read from Isaiah the prophet who had 
lived many, many, many years before 
the Lord Jesus was born. 

This is what He read: “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he 
anointed me to preach good tidings to 
the poor: he hath sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives, and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4: 
18, 19, A.S.V.) 

Those who listened knew that what 
Isaiah had said was true. They knew 
that some day someone would come 
from God to preach, just as these verses 
said. There was something they did 
not know, however. When the Lord 
Jesus closed the book and gave it back 
to the man in charge of God’s Word, He 
sat down. Everyone was waiting for 
Him to say something about what He 
had read. Their eyes were fastened on 
Him. Imagine their surprise when He 


announced: “To-day hath this scripture 
been fulfilled in your ears” (v. 21, 
AS.V.). 


What was He saying? He was telling 
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them that God’s Son was truly here, as 
God had promised hundreds of years 
before. God had said that His Son 
would preach good news to the poor. 
Certainly the Lord Jesus did that. God 
had said that His Son would cause those 
who were prisoners (prisoners to sin, 
really), to be freed. Certainly the Lord 
Jesus did that. God had said that His 
Son would Heal the blind. And the 
Lord Jesus did that. Yes, God’s Son 
had truly come! 


Among Us Teachers: We do not like 
to teach in the negative. Nor should 
we, as the usual thing. Nevertheless, 
as a friend of boys and girls, as their 
guide in many, many things (especially 
where the children do not have proper 
guidance in their homes), it seems to 
me that the teacher must on occasion 
show the evils of certain habits. At the 
moment, this writer is particularly con- 
cerned about the problem of smoking. 
It is appalling to see the many young 
children (ages 9 and 10) who are vic- 
tims of the cigarette. You have only 
to see an adult try to give up the habit 
to know what an almost unbreakable 
chain it is. Today may not be the oc- 
casion to have an object lesson on the 
subject of evil habits. It is in exact 
contrast to the practice of a good habit 
which the Lord Jesus had. Still it 
is something to be considered, I believe. 
And if you, as a teacher, would like to 
see the Junior age children (boys and 
girls) kept from smoking, you must 
start to set the pattern in their Primary 
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days. Since even the very appearance 
of evil is to be avoided, candy cigarettes 
should be on the “not used by Chris- 
tians” list. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
Ss 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


He Sent His Prayers in a Wagon.— 
Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up 
his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? (1 John 
3:17, Golden Text.) Whoever heard of 
prayers being loaded in a wagon? Well, 
this is a story about a wagonload of 
prayers. It seems that a poor man who 
lived in the country had an accident 
and broke his leg. That meant he was 
laid up for a long while, unable to 
work. His family was large and he had 
saved no money. Someone thought it 
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would be a good idea to hold a prayer 
meeting at the church to pray for the 
family. The announcement was made, 
and the night came to hold the prayer 
meeting. One after another the people 
asked God to help the family, to send 
them food and otherwise care for their 
needs. Suddenly there was a loud 
knock on the door and someone tip- 
toed to the door, opened it, and there 
stood a young farm boy who said, “My 
dad could not attend this prayer meet- 
ing tonight, so he just sent his prayers 
in a wagon.” And there was the wagon, 
loaded with pumpkins and potatoes, 
meat, canned goods, apples, and many 
other products of the farm—From Paul 
E. Holdcraft’s Sermonettes for the Chil- 
dren’s Church. Sent by Mrs. Mattie 
Wyatt, Summitville, Ind. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


From Slave Boy to Bishop.—To undo 
the heavy burdens, and to let the op- 
pressed go free (Isa. 58:6). Many years 
ago a company of slaves was sold by 
auction in a Nigerian market place. 
When the market was almost over, a 
poor little boy was placed on the auc- 
tion block. He presented such a miser- 
able appearance that the slave buyers 
laughed at the suggestion to bid for 
him. At last the boy was purchased 
for a roll of tobacco, and was made to 
walk with a gang of slaves to the coast 
where he was put.in the hold of a ship 
bound for America. But the ship was 
captured by the British who took the 
slaves to Freetown in Sierra Leone and 
set them at liberty. The little boy was 
put in care of the missionaries. Many 
years later there was an interesting 
ceremony in St. Paul’s Cathedral, Lon- 
don. In the presence of church digni- 
taries, nobles, and statesmen there was 
consecrated the first bishop of Nigeria. 
It was the little boy who was sold for a 
roll of tobacco. Bishop Samuel Crow- 
ther did a wonderful work for God in 
Nigeria, where his name is still revered 
as a true hero of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
—From the Sudan Witness. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 

The True Fast.—Is not this the fast 
that I have chosen? to loose the bands 
of wickedness, to undo the heavy bur- 
dens, and to let the oppressed go free 

. ? Is it not to deal thy bread to the 


hungry, and ... when thou seest the 
naked, that thou cover him... ? (Isa. 
58: 6, 7.) 


Is this a fast, to keep the larder lean and clean 
F.om fat of veals and sheep? 

Is it to quit the dish of flesh, yet still to fill 
The platter high with fish? 

Is it to fast an hour or ragg’d to go, or show 
A downcast look, and sour? 

No; ’tis a fast, to dole thy sheaf of wheat and 

t 


- meat 
Unto the hungry soul. 
It is 7- fast from strife, from old debate and 
ate; 
To circumcise thy life. 
To show a heart grief-rent;.to starve thy sin 


not bin, 
And that’s to keep thy Lent. 
—From Robert Herrick, 1591-1674, in 
Christian Union Herald. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


He Sent the Better Ones.—Is it not 
to deal thy bread to the hungry ... ? 
(Isa. 58:7.) Back in the depression days 


; 
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of the early 30s, my husband pastored 
a small country church. We then had 
three little children. Many times our 
weekly income was less than $10. One 
day we found ourselves out of bread 
and with only some rancid bacon grease 
for shortening. I used it, however, in 
making hot biscuits and we managed 
to eat some of them for lunch. Later, 
as we put the remaining biscuits on the 
supper table, our five-year-old daugh- 
ter prayed very earnestly: “Dear Jesus, 
help us to eat these biscuits or else send 
us some better ones. Amen.” Later 
that evening the doorbell rang. There 
at the door stood a member of our 
church who had a bakery route. Before 
we could tell him our story, he began 
unloading his large bakery basket with 
all kinds of tempting sweet rolls, buns, 
biscuits, besides dark and white bread. 
“You know,” he said rather apologeti- 
cally, “I was tired tonight and seven 
miles out here in the pouring rain 
seemed so far. I was tempted to wait 
until tomorrow evening and bring these 
bakery goods on my way to prayer 
meeting as I usually do.” And then he 
added, “But I was strongly constrained 
to come tonight. Hope you can use it.” 
—From Power. Sent by . Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 

A Changed Course and a Saved Crew. 
—And thy righteousness shall go before 
thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy 
rereward (Isa. 58:8). A good many years 
ago I was sailing in the desolate seas 
off Cape Horn, looking for whales. One 
day we were beating directly south in 
the face of a hard wind, and making 
very little headway. About eleven o’- 
clock, as I stood at the wheel, the idea 
suddenly came to my mind: “Why bat- 
ter the ship against these waves? There 
are probably as many whales to the 
north as to the south. Suppose we run 
with the wind instead of against it?” 
In response to that idea, I changed the 
course of the ship and sailed north in- 
stead of south. An hour later, at noon, 
the lookout at the masthead shouted, 
“Boats ahead!” Presently we overtook 
four lifeboats in which were fourteen 
sailors, the only survivors of the crew 
of a ship that had burned to the water’s 
edge ten days before. Those men had 
been adrift in their boats ever since, 
praying God for rescue; and they could 
not have survived another day. We ar- 
rived just in time to save them. I don’t 
know whether you believe in religion 
or not, but I happen to be a Christian. 
I have begun every day of my life with 
the prayer that God would use me to 
help someone else, and I am convinced 
that God that day put the idea into my 
mind to change the course of my ship. 
It saved fourteen lives——The testimony 
of an old sailor, as told by Dr. P. W. 
Philpott. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Az- 
tell, Kans. 

It Must be Cashed.—To preach the 
gospel to the poor (Luke 4:18). A 
gentleman stepped into a poor woman’s 
house and saw framed upon the wall a 
French note for a thousand francs. He 
asked how they came to have it and 
was informed that a French soldier had 
been taken in by them and nursed until 
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he died. Just before he died, she said, 
he gave her that little picture as a me- 
morial of him. She thought it so pretty 
that she framed it and it was hanging 
upon the wall ever since. Imagine her 
surprise when she was told that it was 
worth a sum that would be quite a 
sizable fortune for her; but it had to 
be cashed in. What good news this 
proved to be to her! God’s Word 
adorns many a table and is heard 
preached from many a pulpit, but it 
has never been put to use. But Jesus 
said, “He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life” (John 5:24).—Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Their Reward for Hospitality and 
Witnessing.—Be not forgetful to enter- 
tain strangers: for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares (Heb. 13: 
2). A man and his wife were building 
themselves a little house in the Ca- 
nadian Northland. They only had a 
small pension to live on, but they knew 
the Lord. The man had been told by 
the doctors that his health would im- 
prove in that part of the country. They 
weren’t making much progress with the 
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A PREMIER OF 
NIGERIA ENDORSES 


PTL CAMPAIGN 


Premier Obafemi Awolowo, Premier of the Western Region of Nigeria, enthusiastically 
backs the PTL campaign of scripture distribution and evangelization with these words: 
I would like to assure you of my wholehearted 
GE support and of the support of all the Christians in OD 
Nigeria. . . . Thank you for the Pocket Testament. 

We need two million gospels for the Nigerian Campaign. Pray for the preach- 
ing and distributing of the Word of God in the five languages of Nigeria. 


gs The Vocket Testament, League 
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house, and winter was coming soon. 
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the man in, but the wife, in particular, 
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By the author of 
“Through Gates 
of Splendor” 


The faith that inspired the 
martyrdom immortalized in 
“Through Gates of Splendor” 


Shadow 
of the 
Almighty 


The Life and Testament 
of Jim Elliot 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


T His is the inspiring biography 
of one of the missionaries who 
hoped, planned and ultimately 
perished in a daring attempt to 
bring the Gospel to savage In- 
dians in the jungles of Ecuador. 
From the journals which Jim 
Elliot kept, his widow has se- 
lected the most powerful, reveal- 
ing passages and woven around 
them the story of his life. IN THE 
SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY is 
both a tremendous biography of 
an adventurous life, and thrilling 
devotional literature. 


“The perfect complement to 
Through Gates of Splendor... 
will challenge Christian youth 
for many years to come. We des- 
perately need Jim Elliot’s kind 
of dedication among youth to- 
day.”—TeEp W. ENGsTRoM, Presi- 
dent, Youth for Christ 


“Elisabeth Elliot has the inti- 
mate touch with God which en- 
ables her to express the mystical 
experience, the spiritual struggle 
and personal devotion of Jim 
Elliot . . . will inspire all who 
read it.”—-HAROLD J. OCKENGA 


“A fascinating portrayal of a 
modern missionary martyr.” 
—FRANK E,. GAEBELEIN 
With 16 pages of illustrations, 
end-papers, Bible sources 
At your bookseller + $3.75 
HARPER & BROTHERS, N.Y. 16 
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felt they should. At supper they wit- 
nessed to the stranger, and had family 
worship. The man, a first-class carpen- 
ter, was so grateful to them that he 
stayed for a week and completed their 
house, which the couple named “Eben- 
ezer.”—As told by a home missionary. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Ont., 
Can. 7 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus’ Sermon at Nazareth 
(Luke 4:14-21) 

HERE are so many people who are 

hurt or having a hard time in this 
world! (Mention may be made of local 
cripples, handicapped persons, families 
that have had more than the average 
amount of trouble, or oppressed nations. 
Perhaps the papers have a picture or a 
story that appeals to sympathy, as the 
local paper today pictures a year-and-a- 
half-old boy, ready to be released from 
the hospital after being on the danger 
list and enduring two critical opera- 
tions on his brain, who is apparently 
abandoned by his mother and left home- 
less. You may like to present a need 
in the local area or in the missionary 
field of your church which will be the 
object of giving at Thanksgiving time 
or Christmas, and initiate that project 
with this lesson. Know just what kind 
of items are needed so the children can 
begin to respond immediately while 
their interest is aroused.) 

The Lord Jesus came to help these 
needy people. Do you remember poor 
Beggar Lazarus, full of sores, who sat 
at the rich man’s gate, hoping for the 
crumbs that might be swept out from 
under the rich man’s table? (Luke 16: 
19-26.) There is something worse than 
being poor in money and food and 
earthly things. That is being poor in 
faith and love and heavenly things. 
The Lord Jesus came to make péople 
rich in heavenly things, and the joys of 
Heaven will more than make up for 
troubles on earth. 

One Sunday—no! of course, it was 
Saturday, their Sabbath—the Lord Jesus 
went into His home-town church—or 
rather, synagogue—in Nazareth. He 
always went. 
the Scripture. He found the place in 
the Old Testament and read—(read 
aloud Luke 4:18, 19). Then He closed 
the book and said, “This part of the 
Bible has come true today!” 

What did He mean? Was He passing 
out money to poor folks, unlocking 
prison doors, setting slaves free from 
their masters? No, His good news for 
the poor was the riches of Heaven 
through faith in Him. The broken- 
hearted and discouraged could know 
His forgiveness and love; and in Heaven 
all pain and tears would be over. Pris- 
oners of sin and death could receive 
pardon and be set free from Satan and 
the punishment of eternal death. The 
year when they could come to the Lord 
and get all this was right now! The 
same for you! “Now is the accepted 


He was asked to read. 
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time . . . now is the day of salvation” 
(2 Cor. 6:2). Has the Lord set you free 
from your sins and their punishment 
in the next life? He gave His life for 
yours! “Even as the Son of man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Matt. 20:28, Memory Verse). 

The Lord not only saved men’s souls 
for eternity but He fed and healed and 
cared for their life on earth. 

Are we—our class—sent “to preach 
the gospel to the poor . . . to heal the 
broken-hearted,” to help people in any 
kind of trouble? What did James say 
about treating poor folks at church? 
(2:1-4.) The Lord found that the Old 
Testament told Him what He was to do, 
Does it tell us what we are to do? 
(Draw on the blackboard or hold up a 
paper cutout of a heart with the refer- 
ence, Deut. 15:7; and an open hand with 


v. 8.) Besides paying back for any 
cheating, what did Zacchaeus do? 
(Luke 19:8.) (Draw a sheaf of grain 


for Deut. 24:19; a tree for v. 20; a bunch 
of grapes for v. 21. Refer to the story of 
Boaz and Ruth in Ruth 2.) Have you 
shared any of your things with the less 
fortunate? Now see what our New 
Testament tells us (Heb. 13:1-3; 1 John 
3:18, 23, illustrated by the Good Samar- 
itan in Luke 10: 27-37). 


Orono, MAINE. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 652) 

1. The approach of the seventh year, 
when settlements would be made to the 
needy (Deut. 15:9). 

2. For the strangers, fatherless, and 
widows (Deut. 24: 19-21). 

3. Liberation of captives and care for 
the needy (Isa. 58:6, 7). 

4. New evidences of the divine pres- 
ence, aid, guidance, and blessing (Isa. 
58: 8-11). 

5. As “sheep having no _ shepherd” 
(Matt. 9:36). 

6. Isaiah 61:1, 2. 

7. They said in amazement, “Is not 
this Joseph’s son?” (Luke 4: 22.) 

8. Abraham (cf. Gen. 18 and 19). 

9. Mortal and subject to adversity. 

10. They “love the brethren” (1 John 
3:14). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Prayers for the Dead 
(Continued from page 647) 


wicked misrepresentation with just one 
purpose, and that, to convince her peo- 
ple that they are dependent on the 
ministrations of her priests, not only in 
this life, but even when they have 
passed beyond this life; and, by de- 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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manding payment for masses and 
prayers to get souls out of purgatory, 
to add to her vast accumulation of 
wealth. ° 

Prayers for the dead are altogether 
unnecessary for those who have died 
as saved in and through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Holy Scripture affirms they 
are “absent from the body .. . present 
with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8), or, as the 
Douay Version expresses this assurance, 
“at home with the Lord.” 

If “in Christ,” and “at home with the 
Lord,” then they have no need of the 
prayers of those who are still subject 
to possible temptation and defeat. In- 
stead, they are in the possession of, and 
the experience of, all that Christ is and 
has done for us. Christ cannot be di- 
vided. He is either ALL IN ALL to us, 
or He is NOT OURS AT ALL. Then, 
if He is ours, He is our ALL IN ALL; 
and, as the Confraternity edition (Cath- 
olic) affirms: 

“Be it known therefore to you, breth- 
ren, that through him forgiveness of 
sins is proclaimed to you, and in him 
everyone who believes is acquitted of 
all the things of which you could not 
be acquitted by the Law of Moses” 
(Acts 13:38, 39). 

Christ is the believer’s righteousness. 
“For our sakes he made him to be sin 
who knew nothing of sin, so that in 
him we might become the justice of 
God”—that is, the righteousness of God 
(2 Cor. 5:21). 

Christ is the believer’s meetness for 
Heaven. “Rendering thanks to the 
Father, who has made us worthy to 
share the lot of the saints in light” 
(Col. 1:12). 

Christ is the believer’s eternal per- 
fection. “For by one offering he has 
perfected forever those who are sancti- 
fied” (Heb. 10:14). 

For all in Christ, prayers for the dead 
are unnecessary. 

(To be continued) 


. 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1959 


AVE you discovered what a valua- 

ble tool THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1959 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 

The 1959 Lesson: List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


den Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1959 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and for- 
getful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


s 


Teaching Scripture to Children 
(Continued from page 650) 


This principle may apply also to the 
messages contained in the great hymns 
of the church. I’m thinking now of one 
of our five-year-olds at Sunday school, 
who sang clearly and beautifully a fa- 
vorite hymn, and how the message went 
with him with joy in later years over- 
seas. 
PORTLAND, OREG. 
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“Our Church Grows 
Through Visitation” 


N A 40-page booklet, Pastor David A. 

Allen, Calvary Baptist Church, Hazel 
Park, Mich., tells how the attendance 
in his Sunday school was raised by 
visitation from 130 to 1800. The annual 
income went from $20,000 to $200,000. 
About a dozen gathered at first for the 
weekly visitors’ meeting; then this grew 
to 200. 

Dr. Horace F. Dean wrote the second 
section, “Overcoming Spiritual Blight 
Through Neighborhood Evangelism.” He 
tells how pastor and people must be 
prepared, and what are some causes of 
failure. 

The booklet may be obtained at 15 
cents a copy or $1.65 a dozen from 
Christ for America, 1617 Pennsylvania 
Boulevard, Philadelphia 3. 


Ss 


With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The Origin and Transmission of the 
New Testament. By L. D. Twilley, B.D. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) _How has the 
New Testament been transmitted down 
through the centuries to the present 
time? To furnish the proper back- 
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A Christmas Gift 
in September 


The Jewish year 5719 begins this 
year, 1958, on September 15. That 
day is known as Rosh Hashana. If 
you wish to know more about it 
and other Jewish Holy Days send 
for our 


JEWISH ART CALENDAR 


a beautiful piece of work, contain- 
ing twelve colored pictures of 
Biblical and Jewish settings, and 
showing parallels of the Jewish and 
Christian calendars day by day. 
All the Jewish feasts and fasts and 
many other Jewish observations are 
explained in detail. This is a gold 
mine for the Bible student and for 
the Bible class teacher. If you have 
never seen one of these calendars 
you can anticipate a rich treat. 


We are interested in having you 
read our magazine, The Chosen 
People, published September 
through June at the subscription 
rate of $1 per year. The Jewish 
Art Calendar is sent:as a gift each 
September to all who receive our 
Chosen People magazine. Send your 
subscription in now and receive the 
calendar free of charge. Orders for 
the calendar alone will be filled at 
fifty cents each. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Dear Friends: 
I enclose $1 for which please send me a 
Psor 


Calendar. I also desire to enclose $..__ 
for world-wide mission work among 
the a 

Name 
Address 
i le 


Canadian Office: 39 King William Street, 
Hamilton, Ontario. 
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MONEY = +4 TREASURY 


SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 

Samples FREE to Officials 

SANGAMON MILLS 

Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 














PEWS, PULPIT.& CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P. REDINGTON & vo “6 


DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, P 








Spirit Filled Songs in 
CHOICE HYMNS OF THE FAITH 


Congregations thrill to this well balanced collection. 
480 pages. In quantity of 100 or more $1.55 per copy, 
not prepaid. Single sample copy $1.85 postpaid. 
Write today for returnable sample. Give church and 
position you hold. 


GOSPEL PERPETUATING FUND PUBLISHERS 
Dept. ST Seabrook Station, Topeka, Kansas 





The Classic Spiritual 


“‘WERE YOU THERE?” 


Sung by fhe 19-Voice Choir of the Well-Known 
TO THE BIBLE BROADCAST 


BACK 





Along with this meaningful number are many 
others featuring the chorus and quartet on: 
LP-135 BACK TO THE BIBLE BROAD- 
CAST CHOIR AND QUARTET (11 songs? 
LP-151 BACK TO THE BIBLE BROAD- 
CAST CHOIR AND QUARTET (16 songs) 
12”.33Y% RPM Long-Play Record — 


Only $3.85 (excise tax included) 
(Add 25¢ per record for postage and packing) 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 





Zondervan Publishing House 





“The Pilgrim Bible 
is the favorite 


in my family of teen-agers and, I 
must confess, my own favorite Bible 
also. I recommend it highly every- 
where I go. Say what you will, it is 


just the best Bible in print.” . 
—JAMES W. MERCER, D.D. 
pnt Minneapolis, Minn. 


The Pilgrim Bible ex- 
' plains God’s Word while 
you read. All notes, helps. 

etc. are presented with 
utmost simplicity and ap- 
| pear on the same page 
» with the verse to which 
they refer. Dr. E. Schuyler 
English and 37 contrib- 
utors produced this - 
notated edition of the 
AUTHORIZED KING JAMES 
VERSION. In various bind- 





sity Press, 16-00 Pollitt 
Drive, Fair Lawn, N. J. 
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ground for the answer to this question, 
Mr. Twilley outlines the history of the 
early church, indicating as far as pos- 
sible when and where the twenty-seven 
sacred books originated. The earliest 
Greek manuscripts are then listed and 
their small corruptions pointed out to- 
gether with the reasons for such occur- 
rence. For example, it has been found 
that the Codex Ephraemi of the twelfth 
century was transcribed over the par- 
tially obliterated original Greek. The 
revisions are also described, from that 
of Lucian, in A.D. 311, down to the 
present-day J. B. Phillips translation. 
The various bits and pieces of manu- 
scripts are grouped into families, named 
for the localities where they are said to 
have been discovered—hence the Anti- 
ochan, Alexandrian, and Caesarian 
texts, to name a few. Mr. Twilley 
shows how some revisionists have used 
later and often inferior , Manuscripts, 
while others assembled the very earliest 
papyri for their work. The text is ac- 
companied by structural outlines and 
geographic maps, and, whenever the 
judgment of scholars differs from _ that 
of the author, notations in fine print 
are added. 


Elijah and Elisha. Expositions from 
the Book of Kings. By Ronald S. 
Wallace. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) Preachers 
and Bible teachers have had a tendency 
to avoid the accounts of Elijah and 
Elisha, perhaps because of the miracu- 
lous. This Scottish preacher has given 
us a most interesting account of these 
two prophets. He has sought to avoid 
exaggerated and allegorical interpreta- 
tions, and has brought forth much use- 
ful material. To show the practical 
side of his studies, the author tells us 
that all of them have been preached. 
He has treated these stories as having 
a living and real basis in the historical 
life of the people of God. We feel, how- 
ever, that he has in a few places taken 
a rather careless view of inspiration. 
In one place he says that “he [Elijah] 
was some times mistaken in the word 
he uttered in the name of God.” He 
speaks of Christ’s account in the 25th 
of Matthew of the judgment of the 
sheep and the goats as a “parable.” He 
also believes that the church must 
speak out on political matters and be 
watchful over all the policies of govern- 
ments. However, he is true to the Gos- 
pel of the grace of God. He is excellent 
when he speaks of the deity of our 
Lord and the power with which He met 
every situation. The few blemishes of 
the volume are to be regretted, but it 
is most stimulating and helpful as it 
unfolds the teaching of a neglected part 
of the Word. 


Behind the Zuni Masks. By Val 
Gendron. (Longmans, Green & Co., 
New York 3; $3.) Charlie Nickerson 
of Cape Cod thought himself a _ top- 
notch Life Scout, but when he moved 
to Colorado and learned that even the 
Scoutmaster had never heard of Cape 
Cod and that the Pilgrims were not 
America’s first permanent white set- 
tlers, his world rocked. Then when it 
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appeared he was ignorant of the Kiva, 
the Koshares, and the Kachinas, his 
pride dropped still lower. But Indian 
dances were intriguing and Charlie was 
soon stomping and yelling with the 
other Scouts. However, he was to 
learn many things far more important 
than dancing and making Indian cos- 
tumes. First, how to be original in 
design drawing, even when it’s easier 
to copy, then how to teach a “stone” 
to swim, how to answer arrogance, and 
how one is to continue and endure 
when turned down because of person- 
ality faults. In the end, Charlie dis- 
covered the joy of surrendering the 
Shalako masks, even though they stood 
for much effort and expense, since not 
to do so would alienate the Zuni Indians 
who regard them as gods. Boy Scouts 
interested in Indian lore will find the 
book a gold mine of information. But 
many Christian parents will feel that to 
participate in pagan dances that were 
originally designed to honor or placate 
heathen gods, and, particularly dances 
that use masks to represent idol gods, 
cannot be reconciled with the Second 
Commandment. 


The Book of the Law. By G. T. 
Manley, M.A. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) The 
Book of Deuteronomy has been the ob- 
ject and subject of the skeptical atti- 
tudes of “higher critics,” and, during 
the years of modern times, has been 
assigned by them to a late date and 
prophetic origin. Thus the authority 
and the authenticity of Deuteronomy 
have been undermined, and the New 
Testament with it, since quotations are 
found there from Deuteronomy that 
have vital bearing on New Testament 
doctrine. What Oswald Allis has done 
to establish the unity of Isaiah in his 
valuable little volume on that subject, 
Manley seeks to do here for Deuteron- 
omy by a most careful and thorough 
study establishing the early date and 
the Mosaic source of the book. By ex- 
amining the evidence in the book itself, 
he refutes the theories that have sug- 
gested different dates for the composi- 
tion of the book, dates that range from 
the time of Samuel to that of the Exile 
or even later. The technical nature of 
the work at hand will doubtless con- 
fine its use largely to that of students 
in Bible colleges and theological sem- 
inaries. Whoever reads it, however, 
will learn much of the contents of 
Deuteronomy in particular and of the 
Old Testament in general. A general 
index, and an index of Scripture refer- 
ences enhance the book’s value and 
usefulness as a research source. 


The Eternal Triumphant Christ. By 
Charles G. Bauer, B.D. (The Continental 
Press, Philadelphia 6; $3.50.) The au- 
thor has presented an unusual record of 
Jesus Christ as the way, the truth, and 
the life, all the way from Genesis 
through the Book of the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. Mr. Bauer starts with the 
conflict in the Garden between the seed 
of the woman and the seed of the ser- 
pent, and ends with the final triumph of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The textual con- 
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Herald Nursery 
Home and Church 
Series 


A unique course for nursery- 
class children, their parents, 
and Sunday-school teachers 


Because  nursery-class children 
spend only one hour a week with 
their Sunday-school teachers, and 
167 hours with their parents, these 
materials are planned for both par- 
ents and teachers to use in both 
home and nursery Sunday-school 
class, 

The course provides completely 
for all songs, stories, activity ma- 
terials, and take-home items. 

Other pre-school courses 
available 
Kindergarten I—for 4 year olds 
Kindergarten II—for 5 year olds 


Write for information or samples 
on approval. 


Herald Press 
Dept. ST 
Scottdale, Pennsylvania 
Fifty Years of Christian 
Literature Service 














summation is to be found in Revelation 
12. This is an outstanding piece of work 
written in a language suitable for lay- 
men and preachers alike. The simplic- 
ity of the text and the wealth of mate- 
rial will make it a valuable book for 
every Christian’s library. 
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‘Children at Home 


The Black Sheep 


By Josephine Cox 


ICKIE had just gotten up from the 
side of his bed after saying the 
Lord’s Prayer. He crawled in his bed 
and covered up his head for a few min- 
utes. Tonight he wished he wasn’t too 
big to have Mother tuck him in. He 
would like to have her there with him 
so he could ask her what he should have 
done. He looked in his Bible. It was 
opened to the Twenty-third Psalm, “The 
Lord is my shepherd.” Tonight he felt 
like the “black sheep” of God's flock. 
He turned out the light almost an- 
grily, but that didn’t change matters at 
all. He kept thinking of the same thing. 
“The ice cream cone tasted good to 
Sister, but I should have waited until 
Mother gave me a dime to buy ice 
cream cones.” 
He wondered what he should have 
done. “There was no one around where 
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I found the @me. I don’t think the per- 
son who dropped it would come back 
looking for it. They probably wouldn’t 
even miss it. The grocery man couldn’t 
have done anything but keep it, so why 
shouldn’t I have done the same thing?” 

It was really too late to do anything 
about it now, he told himself. But he 
just had to tell someone! So he jumped 
out of his bed and went to his mother’s 
room. But he stopped short in the hall- 
way. “What if Mother is asleep? I 
don’t want to wake her up.” So he 
went back to his bed. He hoped this 
time he would go to sleep. But it was 
no use. He just couldn't do it. 

Rickie decided to go peek at his 
mother’s door. She might be awake. 
If so, there would be a light under the 
door. He hoped so much that there 
would be a light! Sure enough, there 
was. So he ran to the door and tapped 
softly. “Come in,” said Mother. 

“Oh, Mother, I want to talk to 
you about something very important!” 
Rickie ‘said after flinging the door open 
and running to his mother’s side. 

“What could be so important at this 
time of night?” Mother said, trying to 
sound cross. But really, she sounded as 
if she wanted to know as badly as 
Rickie wanted to tell her. So he sniffed 
bravely, holding back the tears, and 
told it all. 

“I wanted to get ice cream cones for 
Sister and me but I didn’t have the 
money. I found a dime, and there was 
no one there, so I just took it. I should 
have taken it to the grocer instead of 
spending it, shouldn’t I?” 

Mother put her arm around Rickie, 
gently, and said, “Yes, you should have. 
You should have waited and asked me 
for the money. This time we can make 
it right. I'll give you a dime and you 
can take it to the grocer and tell him 
what happened. But first, you must 
ask the Good Shepherd to forgive -you 
for being a black sheep. I’m sure He 
will. 

Rickie felt much better. He knew he 
had done the right thing by telling 
Mother. He knew he would be able to 
go to sleep after he had talked to the 
Lord Jesus about the dime he shouldn’t 
have taken. 


TAMPA, FLA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 21 


1. True Measure of Success 
(Eph. 4:11-16) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE dictionary defines success as 
“the degree or measure of attaining 
one’s desired end. Favorable termi- 
nation of a venture, often specifically 
the attainment of wealth, fame, etc.” 
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You can always sell the 
“Sunshine Line” 


You needn't be 
professional. 
Sparkling and 
modern, these 
More than just 


cards sell themselves. 
selling, you are witnessing as you take 
these truly Christ honoring Christmas 
Grectings to your friends. It is the ideal 
way to make extra money for you or 
your group with Christian dignity. Send 
for sales kit on approval today! 


Triumphant Art Publishers, Dept. CM 12 
Anderson, Ind. or San Jose, Calif. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in over mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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LISTEN DAILY TO THE 


BACK 10m BIBLE 
BROADCAST 

















AN INTERNATIONAL 
GOSPEL BROADCAST 





Write today for your FREE descriptive 
folder of the Broadcast's ministry. 
Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
if you live in Canada write to: 
Box 178 Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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However, there is another ‘element that 
enters into any venture, and it must not 
be overlooked. It is the cost of attain- 
ing the desired end, and that serves as 
a check or counterbalance to success 
which we dare not ignore. 

+ 4 

We see this in the question pro- 

pounded by the Lord Jesus in Mark 8: 
36, “What shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?” What may seem to be the 
superlative in success—gaining the 
whole world—is offset by the superla- 
tive price, the loss of one’s soul, and 
the success, great as it may seem, be- 
comes valueless compared to the ter- 
rible cost. 

we 


A certain young man in college is 
stretching every nerve to make good 
grades and to get ahead. This is cer- 
tainly commendable. But he forgoes 
many hours of sleep in order to study, 
and thus he impairs his health and his 
efficiency. But what is more, he neg- 
lects his daily Bible reading and prayer 
time, or reduces them to a few verses 
snatched almost on the run, and a few 
hurried moments of prayer when he is 
too weary to do more than repeat a few 
routine requests. He makes a real suc- 
cess of his college work, and graduates 
with honors, but at the cost of his spir- 
itual growth. and, as all too often has 
been the case, at the cost of loss of 
faith. Starved and weakened by un- 
dernourishment, his faith is unable to 
withstand the attacks of the enemy in 





KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


«+.» rightly dividing 
the word of truth. 





2 TIMOTHY 2:15 






Tune in each Sunday over 
ABC AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 


Write today for your FREE radio log 
P.O. Box 22Grand Rapids, Mich. 








DR. M. R. DE HAAN 
Teacher 








RICHARD DE HAAN 
Associate Teacher 





RADIO BIBLE CLASS PROGRAM 





@ ISRAEL IS AWAKE! 
© ISRAEL IS WORKING! 


Christian 





the light 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, INC. jrounozn 1927) Box 682 General P.0., N. Y. 1, N.Y. 
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(Eph. 5:14) 
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the agnosticism and denial of the Scrip- 
tures encountered in his college courses, 
and in the temptations met in the loose 
moral standards in the college life all 
about him. What does his scholastic suc- 
cess mean to him in comparison to what 
it costs him? 
se 
God’s Word gives us some very ex- 
cellent’ yardsticks by which we may 
measure true success in any area of our 
lives. It is reasonable that we should 
find such measuring sticks in God's 
Word, for we are told that “we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which *God hath be- 
fore ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). God never sets a 
program before us that He does not also 
supply direction and give us the ena- 
bling to achieve that which He has de- 
signed for us. In Ephesians 4, in the 
portion chosen for the Scripture setting 
for this week’s topic, the measure is 
“a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ” 
(v. 13). Lest we should be discouraged 
at the very thought of attaining the 
“perfect man” exemplified by Christ, 
let us understand that “perfect” as used 
here is the sense of “complete” or “full 
grown,” as contrasted with “children,” 
or “childish” in verse 14. We are not to 
be unstable, like a ship drifting about 
at the mercy of every wind and tide of 
man’s false teaching, but rather we are 
to be rooted and grounded through the 
indwelling Christ (Eph. 3:17). Are you 
seeking that kind of success? 
ye 
In his letter to the Philippians, Paul 
describes the Christian’s measurement 
of success in a somewhat different way, 
although its basic principle is the same. 
He speaks of counting everything as 
loss, or worthless, as compared to really 
knowing Christ and being found in Him 
(Phil. 3:7-9). Notice that even Paul 
did not consider himself as having 
reached this goal (vv. 13, 14), but like a 
runner in a race, he stretched forward 
and pressed forward toward the goal of 
“the upward calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” His view of success here was that 
of apprehending, or seizing, or laying 
hold of that for which Christ had laid 
hold of him (v. 12). 
ye 
Did you ever stop to wonder just why 
it was that the Lord Jesus chose to re- 
deem you? Does it seem strange that 
your measure of success should be the 
attaining to that for which Christ chose 
you? If you will make that your mea- 
sure of success, and will honestly seek 
to the best of your ability and knowl- 
edge and determination to reach that 
goal, you will be a success, for God has 
never yet failed anyone who has com- 
pletely put themselves in His hands. 
we 
And you can be assured that yours 
will not be a dwarfed, or anemic, or 
cramped life. It will be fuller, richer, 
deeper than you ever dreamed possible. 
All other phases of your* life will fall 
into right relationships when Christ has 
the pre-eminence. The world may meas- 
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ure your success as very small and in- 
significant, or, in fact, may reckon your 
life as a total loss. But there will be 
“joy unspeakable and full of glory” (1 
Pet. 1:8) for you, and His “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant: ... en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matt. 
25:21) will be more than compensation 
for any of the empty and transient suc- 
cesses that the world holds so dear, and 
that you passed up for His sake. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


ae P Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued the — 
Sunday School sson Committee 


September 15 to 21 


Mon., Sept. 15.—Deut. 15:7-11. 

Care for the Poor. 
Prayer Suaccestions: “Thou shalt not 
harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand 
from thy poor brother.” In these days 
when the state renders aid to the poor, 
indifference to the needs of the poor is 
becoming general. Your Bible concord- 
ance will give you light on this Chris- 
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tian duty. You can learn God’s will in 
a few minutes by looking up the refer- 
ences. Our Lord was poor, but He 
made us rich. He has chosen the poor 
of this world to hear His Gospel and to 
help to make many rich. This duty we 
owe to the poor will come up for review 
on the day of reckoning (Matt. 25:34- 
46). Pray for the Gordon Divinity 
School, Beverly Farms, Mass. 


Tues., Sept. 16.—Isa. 58:4-12. 
A Call to Righteousness. 
Prayer Succestions: “Thy righteous- 
ness shall go before thee.” Ethical 
practices on Gospel principles help to 
make the Gospel message more accept- 
able to hearers. Many who seem not 
to be concerned about showing a right- 
eous example before men claim to be 
righteous before God through the right- 
eousness Of Christ. What we are speaks 
louder than what we say about the 
Lord and righteousness. Behavior is 
more noticed than beliefs. Do you 
“seek .. . first the kingdom of God, and 
his. sighteousness”? (Matt. 6:33.) Pray 
for Atlanta Bible Institute, Atlanta, Ga. 


Wed., Sept. 17.—Matt. 9:27-31. 
Compassion for Human Need. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Two blind men 
followed him, crying, and saying, Thou 
son of David, have mercy on us.” These 
men were in dead earnest and had real 
faith. Jesus tested this by asking the 
question, “Believe ye that F am able to 
do this?” When they confessed their 
faith in Him, He opened their eyes. 
The heart of our Lord is the same today. 
He is touched with the feeling of your 
infirmities and will respond to your 
faith now as then.. Do you believe the 
Lord is sufficient for your own and 
others’ needs? Pray for Buffalo Bible 
Institute, Buffalo; N. Y. 


Thurs., Sept. 18.—Luke 4:14-21. 
Jesus’ Ministry. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears.” The 
text quoted above gives the length, 
breadth, and blessings for mankind 
through Christ’s ministry. “The accept- 
able year of the Lord” is as long as the 
period in which His Gospel is to be 
preached to all the world. The mis- 
eries of suffering humanity find their 
relief in Christ. The call to all is: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). Pray for Briercrest 
Bible Institute, Caronport, Sask., Can. 


Fri., Sept. 19.—1 John 3:11-18. 
“Love One Another.” 
PRAYER SvuGcESTIONS: “My little chil- 
dren, let us not love in word, neither 
in tongue; but in deed and in truth.” 
Talking love is common, but acting love 
is rare. The mouth breathes out loving 
sentiments, but disciples of Christ have 
real love to others. One does not have 
real salvation unless one has Christly 
love. Pray for Arizona Bible Institute, 
Phoeniz, Ariz. 


Set. Sept. 20.—1 John 4:7-12. 
“Love Is of God.” 


PRAYER SuccEsTIONs: “He that loveth 


not knoweth not God; for God is love.” 
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Satan opposes—but God’s work goes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought 
for salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
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never before been heard. Dabeld 
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God not only loves but is love. Any 
person who professes to know God and 
has not love has never known God. 
Salvation is all due to the love of God 
not to ours. “We love him, because he 
first loved us” and manifested His love 
in sending His only begotten Son to 
make atonement for our sins. His love 
is the wellspring of all love to God in 
this world. Dwell upon the “great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins .. .” (Eph. 2:4, 5). 
Pray for Marion College, Marion, Ind. 


Sun., Sept. 21.—Isa. 42:1-9. 
The Lord’s Servant. 
PRAYER Sranimean: “Behold my serv- 
ant, whom I uphold.” Remember that 
Christ’s being’ in the form of a servant 
and in the likeness of men was elected 
humility on His part for the purpose of 
our salvation. It is the pattern for our 
life and service. Here is the great mys- 
tery of mysteries—the appearance of 
the Son of God in the form of man for 
our salvation. Pray for a deeper ap- 
preciation of Philippians 2:5-11. 
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7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE= 


REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 


in ONE 


Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 
Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Florida: “The inscription over the entrance of the 
Library of the Florida State College for Women in Tallahassee, 
Florida, is: 
“The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Find Knowledge.’ 


The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find the fullest 
spiritual truths and to gain the most complete knowledge of the 
Bible in the easiest way. For the past two years I have used the 
New Chain Reference Bible and I have found it the best of them 
all." Dr. Robert G. Lee: “This is to testify that I have used the 
Thompson Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study of 
the Bible. I believe it is the very best on the market today. I wish 
that every reader of the Bible and every student of the Bible had 
a copy of this unusually helpful Bibie."”" The Late Dr. Walter A. 
Maier: “It has been a great help to me in my radio work, preach- 
ing, literary and editorial activities. I recommend it highly to pas- 
tors, teachers, students, and Bible readers."" Dr. J. A. Huffman: 
“I have never seen so much splendid help crowded into a single 


volume of the Bible.”” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: “I wish every 
preacher and teacher of the Word had a copy of this most usable 
and logical reference work.” Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no 
student should be without this splendid aid to Bible study and 
instruction.”” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: ““The New Chain Reference 
Bible is a treasure-house of useful information. Surely, this is the 
Bible that ought to be in every home.” Dr. F. M. McConnell: 
“I firmly believe that a boy in the 7th grade can get more informa- 
tion from this Bible in two days than a preacher can get from an 
ordinary Bible in a week. It is a whole library in itself.” Dr. 
W. Graham Scroggie: “If anyone were to ask me, ‘I can afford 
to have one Bible only: what would you recommend me to get?’ I 
would say at once, ‘The New Chain Reference Bible.’ It is a 
marvel of compressed value, and represents more than thirty years 
of most diligent study. It supplies helps, which together can be 
found nowhere else."’ Dr. H. Framer Smith: “I find that it sur- 
passes them ail for real practical helps. To anyone desiring a better 
knowledge of the Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: “I wish I could 
influence every Christian to purchase one of these Bibles.” 
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Many More New Helps! 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 


See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 


it as others have. Ask your pastor 


about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 
Bible Students. 
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C Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. . 
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